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CHARACTERISTICAS. 


1m all over in « fest left this fellow ſhould ſuſpeR ſomething of my money —Now I will 
g pay 2 viſit to the dear caſket !—My dent money is ee. — Ie ſhort Lappet, I mutt touch, 
tech, touch, ſomething veal.—Wbat! has any robb'd me! Oh my poor gole ! my poor plate! 
my gear lands and tenements! my pour India bonds At the people in the houſe, and fa 
the h rect, and in the town, I will have them all excecoted : I will hang all the world, and if 
1 do not find my money 1 will hang myſelf afterwards. will have my money again or ne- 
ver ſicep more, Why did I not dic à year ago ! what a deal hed i ſaved by dying year ago! 
— \Vhy was I begotten ! why was 1 born | why was I brountt up! why was I not Knock 
o' the head before I knew the value of money !--I will be farv'd, drown'd, ſhot, harg'd, 
burnt, before I part with a penny of it,—Ok ! oh! oh! let them cut my throat. LOVEGOLD. 
Fortune has mark d me out for miſery : but Iwill be no longer idle: Snce lam to be ruin“ 
1'il meet my deülruction.— All changes to me arc henceforth equal, When Fortune robb'd 
me of Mariana ſhe made her utmoſt effort : I now deſpiſe all in her power. FREDERICK. 
I ſhall ſhew you the difference between us.—-1 ſhall warn you to forbear theſe jeſts for the 
ſuture.-1 am a gentleman Sir.— By Heavens I n dic in defending my right. CLERIMONT. 
For my part I have never had any inclinations towards hanging; and I thank Heaven 1 
have lived to ſee whole ſets of my companions ſwing out of the world, white I have Bad- 
dreſs enough to quit all manner of gallantries the moment 1 ſmelt the halter. I have alwnys 
had an utter averſion to the fmell of hemp.— Bring Patch over! a fig for her Sir! 1 n blow 
her up with your father: I' make him believe juſt the contrary of every word ſhe has told 
him. —1 warrant my lies keep even pace with her's.-1 will cendertatke to make it out that 
robbing him is a downright meritorious act Conſcience ! conſcience ! the great guide of all 
my actions. RAMILIE. 
Your Ladyſhip is very much in the right ; it ig quite out of faſhion ; no ane hangs a room now 


with tapeſtry. Truly, Madam, as you fay, tapeſtry is one of the pretticft ſorts of furniture 
for a room that 1 know of. FURNISH. 


1 defy any jeweller in Town to fhew their equals. SPARKLE. 
I may defy aay tailor in England to underſtand the faſhion better than myſelf ; the thing 


le impoffible —tHeyday Sir! 1 ſhall bring you in a Mill without any clothes. LIST. 


That ſaufbox! there is but one perſon in England Sir, can work in this manner-—Tf ke had 
an hundred thouſand hands 1 could cep them all employ'd. Charles Bubbleboy docs rot 
want cuſtam. BUEBLEBOY, 

Whom, Sir, did you want? yourceachman or your conk ? for Iam both oneand thtother. JA. 

As for the cenſures of the world I defpiſe them while 1 do nut deferve them —! were weak 
Indeed not to embrace real happineſs becauſe the world does nut call it fo, HAKRIET. 

Look 'e, Mariana, I know your conſent will appear a little ſudden, and not altogethe: con- 
form to thoſe nice rules of decorum of which I have been all my life ſo fAirit an obſerver, 
but this is ſo prudent a match that the world will de apt to give you a difpenfation. When 
women—only conſult their intereft in their conſent, though it be never ſo quickly given, 
we ſay La! who ſuſpected it! it was mighty privately carried on MRS. WISELY. 

I may turn off ſomebody to make room for him ; but I believe I have lifted him atrcady. 
ou ſee, Sir, I had no defign to the prejudice of your family —Dear Barriet ! no 2pologtes : 
all you ſaid 1 deſerved. MAKIANA. 

I never did any thing fo effectually but that I have becn capable of undoing itz nor have 
I ever ſaid any thing fo poſitively but that I have been able as poſitively to unſay It ain: 
as for truth, I have neglected it fo long that I often forget which ſide of the quettion it is of: 
beſides, I look on it to be ſo very infignificant towards ſucceſs that I am indifferent who. 
ther it is for me or agaluſt me.—if they were half married already I would unmarry them 


gin. LAPFET. 
I have ſome ſecrets of our family which you ſhall know by and by. What a pleaſure there 
is in having a friend to tell theſe things to ! WHEEDLE. 
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TO HIS GRACE 


CHAR. DUKE OF RICHMOND AND LENOX. 


MY LORD, 
As there is ſcarce any vanity more general than that of 


deſiring to be thought well received by the great, pardon 
me if I take the firſt opportunity of boaſting the coun- 
tenance I have met with from one who is an honour to the 


high rank in which he is born. The Muſes, my Lord, 


ſtand in need of ſuch protectors; nor do I know under 


whoſe protection I can fo properly introduce Mohere as 
that of your Grace, to whom he is as familiar in his own 
language as in ours. 

The pleaſure which I may be ſuppoſed to receive from 
an extraordinary ſucceſs in ſo difficuit an undertaking muſt 
be indeed complete by yourapprobation; the perfect know- 
ledge which your Grace is known to have of the manners, 

bits, and taſte, of that nation where this play was de- 
rived makes you the propereſt judge wherein I have ju- 
diciouſly kept up to or departed from the original. The 
theatre hath declared loud!y in favour of The Miſer, and 
you, my Lord, are to decide what ſhare the tranſlator 
merits in the applauſe. | 

I hal} not grow tedious by entering into the uſual ſtyle 
of Dedications, for my pen caunct accompany my heart 
when I fpeak of your Grace; and I am now writing to the 
only perſon to whom fuch a panegyrick would be dii- 
B theretore I ſhall beg leave to conclude wit, the 

i!zheit on myſelf, by affirming that it is my greateſt am- 
Lition to be thought, 


My Lord, 
your Grace's molt obliged, 


and molt obedient humble ſervant, 


HENRY FIELDING, 


Aij 


| 
' 
| 


PROLOGUE. 


WRITTEN BY A FRIEND. 


Too tang the Aigle Cemich Muſe bas mourn'd, 
Her face quite alter'd and ber art o'erturn'd; | 
That force of nature now no more ſte ſees 

With Tohich fo well ber Johnſon Enexo to pleaſe . 
Ny characters from nature now we trace, 

All ferve to empty books of common-flute : 

Our modern bards wwho to aſſemblies fliray 

Frequent the Park, the viſit, or the play, 

Kegard net wubat fools do but what wits ſay. 

Foſs they retail each quibble to the Town, 

That furely muff admire what is its own. 

Thus without cl aracters from nature got, 

Without @ moral or without a plot, 

A dull cullcfion of in/ipid joker, 

Some ftolc from converſation ſome from books, 

Provided lords and ladies give 'em went, 

We call High Comedy, and ſeem content. 

But to regale with othyr fort of fore 

To-night our Author treats you with Moliere ; 

Zdoliere ! who Nature's 10 fecrets knew, 

V/ boſe + fen like Kneller s pencil drew; 

Tn whoſe ftrong ſcenes all charadters are heron, 

Net by low jeſts, but ations of their own. 

4” 1ppy our Engliſh bard if your applauſe 

Grant be 'as not injur'd the French author's cauſe ; 

From that alone ariſes all bis fear: 

He muff be ſafe if be bas ſav'd Moliere. 


Dramatis Perſonae, 
MEN. 
Drury-L ane. Covent-Garden, 
LovecoLlD, the Miſer, Mr. Yates. Mr. Shuter. 
FrEDERICK, his fun, Mr. Palmer. Mr. Wroughton. 
CLeruoNT, Mr. Brereton, Mr. Whitfield. 
RA LIE, ſervant to Frederick, Mr. Dodd. Mr. Lee Lewes. 
Mr. iz£cor, a broker, Mr. Wrighten. Mr. Fox. 
Mr. Fuxx:isn, an upholſterer, Mir. Norris. 
Mr. Srak Kr, a jeweller, Mir. Griffith. 
Mr. SAT TIN, a mercer, Mir. Everard. 
Mr. Li1srT, a tailor, Mr. Waldrcon. 
CanakLes BUBBLEBOY, 
A LawzER, Mr. Bates. 
JAuzs, 
WOMEN. 
Hasler, Lovegold's daughter, Miſs Hopkins. Mrs. Wbitfield. 
- Mrs. WISELY, Mirs. Croſs. 
MAN A, rs. Greville. Mrs. Bulkley. 
Larter, mad to Mariana, Ius Pope. Alrs. Green. 
WuzrDLE, | 


Servants, .. 
SCENZ LON DO. 


o 
Coun. ͤ ͤůmw coco ²˙ßN , 
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THE MIS E R.. 


ACT IL 


SCENE; Lovegold's lenſc. 
Enter LArr ETH Ratiiiit, 


Larrkr. 
ILL hear no more. Perſidious fellow! have I for thee 
lighted ſo many good matches? have I for thee turn'd off 
Sir Oliver's ſteward and my Lord Landy's butler, and fe- 
veral others thy betters, and all to be afironted in ſo publick 
a manner? 

Ram. Do but hear me Madam. a 

Lap. If thou wouldſt have neglected me was there no- 
body elſe to dance a minuet with but Mrs. Suſan Croſs- 
ſliteh, whom you know to be my utter averſion? 

Ram. Curſe on all balls! henceforth. I ſhall hate the 
ſound of a violin. 

Lap. ] have more reaſon, I am ſure, after having been 
the je!t of the whole company: what muſt they think of 

ie when they ſce you, after I have countenanced your ad- 
dreſics in the eye of the world, take out another lady be- 
fore me? 

Ram. I'm fare the world muſt think worſe of me did they 
imagine, Madam, I could prefer any other to you. 

Lap. None of your wheedling Sir,.that won't do. If. 
ever you hope to ſpeak to me more let me ſee you affront 
the little minx in the next aſſembly you meet her. 

Ram. I'] do it; and luckily, you-know, we are to have 
a ball at my Lord Landy's the firſt night he lies out of. 
Town, where I'll give your revenge ample ſatisfaction. 

Lap. On that condition I pardon you this time; but if 
ever you do the like again | 

Ram. May I be hanith'd for ever from thoſe dear eyes, 
and be turn'd out of the family while you live init. 

Enter VE RHEEDLE. 

I heed. Dear Mrs. Lappet ! 

Lap. My dear ! this is extremely kind. 

ILeed. It is what all your acquaintance muſt do that ex- 
peQ to ſee you. It ia in vain to hope forthe favourof a viſit. 

* "Ihe lines Gilinguifhed by inverted commas are omitted in the 
9 , and thoſe printed initabicks f the addhiens of the. 

Acatres. 
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prefer muſick to every thing 
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Lap. Nay, dear creature! now you are barbarous. My 
young lady has ftaid at home fo much I have not had one 
moment to myfſe!f; the firſt time I had gone out I am ſure, 
Madam, would have been to wait on Mrs. Whcedle. 

Wheed. My lady has ſtaĩd at home too pretty much lately. 
Oh, Mr Ramilie ! are you confin'd too? Your maſter docs 
not ſtay at home I ata ſure; he can find the way to our 
houſe tho? you cann't. 

Ram, "That is the only happineſs, Madam, I envy him: 
but faith I don't know how it is in this parliament time, 
one's whole days are ſo taken up in the Court of Requeſts, 
and one's evenings at quadrille, the deuce take me if Ihave 
ſeen one opera ſince I came to Town. Oh! now I mention 
operas, if you have amiud toſce Cato I believe I can (teal my 
maſter's ſilver ticket, for I know he 1sengag'd to-morrow 
with ſome gentlemen whoneverleavetheirbottleformuſick. 


Lap. Ah, the ſavages! ; 
I/beed. No one can ſay that of you Mr. Ramilie; you 


Ram. But the ladics. [ Bell rings. ] So there's my 
ſummons. 
Lap. Well, but ſhall we never have a party of quadrille 
more? 


IVheed. Oh, do n't name it ! I have work'd my eyes out 
ſince I ſaw you ; for my lady has taken a whim of flouriſh- 
ing all her old cambrick pinners and handkerchiefs: in 


ſhort, my dear! no journæywoman ſempſtreſs is half ſo 
much a ſlave as I am. 


Lap. Why do you ſtay with her? 

Wheed, La, child! where can one better one's ſelf ? All 
the ladies of our acquaintance are juſt the ſame. Beſides, 
there are ſome little thingsthat make amends : my lady has 
a whole train of admirers. 

Ram. That, Madam, is the only circumſtance wherein 
ſhe has the honour of reſembling you. [ Bel! rings louder. ] 
You hear, Madam, Lam obliged toleave you—[ Lell rings. 
So, fo, ſo; would the bell were in your guts! [ Exit Ram. 

Lap. Oh Wheedle! I am quite ſick of this family; the 
old gentleman grows more covetous every day he lives, 
Every thing is under lock and key; I can fcarce aſk you 
to cat or drink. 

IWheed, Thank you my dear! but I have drank half a- 
dozen diſhes of chocolate already this morning. 
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Lap. Well, but my dear! I have a whole budget of news 
to tell you. I have made ſome notable difcoverics. 

Vheed. Pray let us hear em. I have ſome ſcerets of our 
family too which you ſhall know by and by. What a pla- 
ſure there is in having a friend to tell theſe things to! 

Lap. You know, my dear! laſt ſummer my young lady 
had the misfortune to be over et in a boat between Rich- 
mond and Twickenham, and that a certain young gentle - 
man, plunging immediately into the water, ſav'd her lite 
at the hazard of his own Oh! I ſhall ncver forget the 
figure ſhe made at her returirhome, ſo wet, fo draggled! 
—— Ha, ha, ha! 

IV heed. Yes, my dear! I know how all your fine ladies 
look when they are never ſo little difordered—they have 
no need to be ſo vain of themſclves. 

Lap. You are no ſtranger to my maſter's way of reward- 
ing people: when the poor gentleman brought Miſs home 
my malter meets *em at the door, and without aſking any 

jueſtion very civily ſhuts it againſt him. Well, for a whole 

fortnight afterwards T was continually entertained with the 
young; {park's bravery, and gallantry, and generoſity, and 
beauty. 

Il heed. Jean eafily gueſs; I ſuppoſe ſhe was rather warm- 

ed than cooled by the water. Theſe miſtreſſes of ours, for 
all their pride, are made of juſt the ſame fleſh aud blood as 
we arc. 
Ia. About a month ago my young lady goes to the play 
in an vendrefs, and takes me with her. We fat in Burton's 
box, where, as the devil would have it, whom ſhould we 
meet with but this very gentleman? her bluſhes ſoon diſ- 
covered to me who he was: in ſhort, the gentleman enter- 
tained her the whole play, and I much miſtake if ever the 
was io agreeubly entertained in her life. Well, as we were 
going out a rude fellow thruits his hand into my lady's 
boſom, upon which her champion fell upon him, and did 
ſo maul hun My lady fiintcd away in my arms; but 
as ſoon as ſhe came to herſeli had you icen bow the look- 
ed on him! Ah, Sir! ſays ſhe, in a mighty pretty tone, ſure 
you were born for my deliverance! He hancled her into a 
hackneycoach and ſet us down at home. From this mo- 
ment letters began to fly on both tides. 

IWheed. And vou took care to ſte the poſt paid I hope. 

Lap. Never fear that And now, whit do you think we 
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| have contrived amongſt us? We have got this very gentle- 
| inan into the houſe in the quality of my maſter's clerk. 

| Iheed. Soh! here's fine billing and cooing I warrant ; 
| Miſs is in a fine condition. 
U Lap. Her condition is pretty much as it was yet; how 
{| 


long it will continue fo I know not. I am making up my 
| matters as faſt as I can, for this houſe holds not me after 
| the dilcovery. 
| I ec. I think you have no great reaſon to lament the 
loſs of a place where the maſter keeps his own keys. 
Lap. The devil take the firit inventer of locks ſay I. But | 
come, my dear! there is one key which I keep, and that 
I believe will furniſh us with ſome ſweetmeats; ſo if vou 
will walk in with me I'll tell you a ſecret which concerns 
your family. It is in your power perhaps to be ferviceable 
to me. I hope, my dear! you will keep theſe ſecrets ſafe; 
for one would not have it known that one publiſhes ail the 
aftairs of a family while one ſtays in it. [Exeunt. 


SCENE, à garden. 


Enter CLERIMONT and Harriet. 

tr. Why are you melancholy my dear Harriet? do vou. 
repent that promiſe of your's which has made me the hap- | a 

pieſt of mankind? 

Har. You little know my heart if you can think it ca- 
pable of repenting any thing I have done towards your 
happineſs: if I am melancholy it is that I have it not in 
my power to make you as happy as I would. 

Cler. Thou art too bounteous ; every tender word from 
« thoſe dear lips lays obligations on me I never can repay ; 
« but if to love, to dote on. you more than life itſelf, to 
« watch your eyes that I may obey your withes before you 
« jpeak them, can diſcharge me from any part of that vait 
« debt I owe you, I will be punctual in the payment. 

Har. © It were ungenerous in me to doubt you; and 
« when I think what you have done for me, believe me L 
« muſt think the balance on your fide.” 

Chr. Generouscreature! and doſt thou not forme hazard 
the eternal anger of your father, the reproaches of your fa- 
mily, the cenſures of the world, who always blame the con- 
duct of the perſon who ſacrifices intereſt to any conſidera- 
tion? 


Har. As for the cenſures of the world I deſpiſe them 
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while I do not deſerve them; Folly is forwarder to cenſure 
Wiſdom than Wiſdom Folly. I were weak indeed not to 
embrace real happineſs bec = the world does not call it ſo. 

Cler. But ſce, my deareſt ! your brother is come into the 

arden. 

Har. Is it not ſafe, think you, to let him into our ſecret ? 

Cr. You know, by outwardly kumouring your father 
in railing againft the extravagance of young men I have 
brought him to look on me as his enemy; it will be firſt 
proper to ſet him right in that point. Beſides, in managing 
the ald gentleman I ſhall ſtill be obliged to a behaviour 
which the unpatience of his te:nper may not bear, there- 
fore I think it not adviſcable to truſt him, at leaſt yet—— 
he will obſerve us. Adieu, my heart's only joy! [ Ex. 

Bar. Honcſt creature! What happineſs may I propoſe 
ia a life with ſuch a huſband! what is there in grandeur to 
recom pepſe the loſs of him? Parents chuſe as often iil for 
us as we ior ourſelves: they are too apt to forget how ſeldom 
true happineſs lives in a palace or rides in a coach-and-ſix. 

Enter FREDERICK. 

Fred. Dear Harriet! good rabrrow: I am glad to find 
you alone, for I have an afſair to impart to you that I am 
ready to burſt with. 

Har. You know, brother, I am a truſty confidant. 

fred. As ever wore petticoats; but this is aa affair of 
ſuch conſequence— 

Har. Or it were not worth your telling me. 

Fred. Or your telling again: iu ſhort, you never could 
diſcover it; I could afford you ten years to wucſe it in. Lam 
—you will laugh immoderately when you know itz 1am 
it is imp to tell you; in a word I am in love. 

Har. In love! | 

Fred. Violently, to diſtraction; fo much in | ve, that 
without more bopes than I at pre ſe nt ſee auy poſiibility of 
obtaining J canuot live three days. 

Har. And has this violent dilkemper, pray, come upon 
you of a ſudden? 

Frril. dio, I have bred it a long time: it hath been 
growing theſe ſeveral weeks. I lifted it as lung us I cu, 
but it is nuw come to a criſis, and I mut either have the 
woman, or You will have no I r Cr. 

Har. But who is this woman? for you have conccal'd it 
{o well that I caau't cven =. 


— v—  », ew 
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Fred. In the firſt place, ſhe is a moſt intolerable coquette. 

Har. That is a deſcription I ſhall never find her out by, 
there are fo many of her liſters; you might as well tell me 
the colour of her complexion. 

Fred. Secondly, the is almoſt eternally at cards. 

Har. You muſt come to particulars; I ſhall never diſ- 
cover your miſtrels till you tell me more than that ſhe is a 
woman, and hves in this Town. 

Fred. Her fortune is very ſmall. 

Har. I find you are enumerating her charms. 

Fred. Oh! I have only ſhewn you the reverſe; but were 
you to behold the medal on the right ſide you would fee 
beauty, wit, AGAR: politeneſs—in a word, you would 
ſee Mariana. 

Har. Mariana! Ha, ha, ha! you have ſtartcd a wild- 
gooſe chaſe indeed. But if you could ever prevail on her, 
you may depend on it it is an arrant impoſſibility to pre- 


vail on my father; and you may caſily imagine what ſuc- 


ceſs a difinherited ſon may likely expect with a woman of 
her temper. 

Fred. I know it is difficult, but nothing 's impoſſible to 
love, at Jeaſt nothing 's impoſſible to woman; and there- 
fore if you and the ingenious Mrs. Lappet will but lay 
your heads together in ray favour I ſhall be far from de- 
ſpairing; and in return, fitter, for this Kindneſs — 

Har. Ard in return, brother, for this Kindneſs, you 
may perhaps have it in your power to do me a favour of 
pretty much the ſame nature. 

Love. without.) Rogue! villain! 

Har. Sol what's the matter now? what can have thrown 
my father into this paſſion ? 

Fred. The loſs of an old flipper I ſuppoſe, or ſomething 
of equal conſequence. Let us ſtep aſide into the next w alk 
and talk more of our affairs. [ Exeunt. 

Enter LovzcolD and RAMILIr. 

Love. Anl werme not ſirrah, but get you out of my houſe. 
Ram. Si, 1 am your ſon's ſervant, and not your's Sir; 
and I won't go out of the houſe, Sir, unleſs I am turn d 

out by my proper maſter, Sir. 

Lewe. Sirrah, I'Nl turn your maſter out after you, like 
an cxtravacant raſcal cs he is; he has uo aced of a ſors ant 
while he is in my houſe; and here he dreſſes out a fellow 
at more expcuſe tl an a prudent man might clothe à large 
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family at. It's plain enough what uſe he keeps you fer ; 
but I will have no ſpy upon my affairs, no rafcal cuntiuu- 
ally pry ing into all my actions, devouring all I have, and 
hunting about in every corner to ſee what he may ſteal. 

Ram. Steall a likely thing indeed to teal from a man 
who locks up every thing he has, and ſtands ſentry upon 
it day and night! 

Love. I'm all over in a ſweat left this fellow ſhould ſuſ- 
pect ſomething of my money. { Afide.} Hark'e raſcal, 
come hither: I would adviſe you not to run about the 
Town and tell every body you meet that I have money hid. 

Ram. Why, have you any money hid Sir? 

Love. No tirrah, I don't fay Ihave; but you 1 
ſuch a report nevertheleſs. 

Ram. "Tis equal to me whether you have money hid or 
no fince I cannot find it. 

Love. D'ye mutter firrah? get you out of my houſe, I 
ſay, get you out this inſtant. 

Ram. Well, Sir, I am going. 

Love. Come back: let me deſire you to carry nothing 


away with you. 

Ram. What ſhould I carry? 

Love. That 's what I would ſee. Theſe bootſleeves were 
certainly intended to be the receivers of ftolen goods, and 
I wiſh the tailor had been hang'd who invented them. Turn 
your pockets inſide out if you pleaſe ; but you are too 


praQtiſed a rogue to put any thing there. Theſe damn'd 


bags have had many a good thing in them I warrant you. 
Ram. Give me ray bag Sir; I am in the moſt danger of 
being robb'd. 


Love. Come, come, be honeſt, and return what thou 
haſt taken from me. 

Ram. Ay Sir, that I could do with all my heart, for I 
have taken nothing from you but ſome boxes on the car. 

Love. And haſt thou really ſtolen nothing? 

Ram. No really Sir. 


Love. Then get out of my houſe while it is all well, and 
go to the devil. 


Kam. Ay, any where from ſuch an old covetous cur- 


mudgcon. [ Exit. 


Love. So there's one plague gone. Now I will go pay 
a viſit to the dear caſket, 
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Dater Farbzxict ond Hans ikr. 
In ſhort Tmult find ſome ſafer place to depoſit thoſe three 
thouſand guineas in which I received yefterday; three 
thouſand guineas are a ſum— Oh, Heavens ! I have be- 
tray'd myſelf] my patſion has tranſported me to talk a- 
loud, and I have been overheard. How now ! what 's the 
matter ? 

Fred. The matter Sir ! 

Love. Yes, the matter Sir? I ſuppoſe you can repeat 
more of my words than thele; I ſuppoſe you Lave over- 
heard 

Fred. What Sir? 

Love. That | a 

Fred. Sir! 

Love. What I was juſt now ſaying. 

Har. Pardon me Sir, we really did not. 

Love. Well, I fee you did overhcar ſomething, and ſo 
I will tell you the whole: I was faying to myſelf, in this 

reat ſcarcity of money, what a happineſs it would be to 
— three thouſand guineas by one: I tell you this that 
ou might not miſunderſtand me, and imagine that I ſaid 
1 had three thouſand guincas. 

Fred. We enter not into your affairs Sir. 

Love. Ah, would I had thoſe three thouſand guineas! 

Fred. In my opinion 

Love. It would make my affairs extremely eaſy. 

Fred. Then it is ver) caſily in your power to raiſe *em 
Sir; that the whole world knows. 

Love. I raiſe em! Iraiſe three thouſand guineas eaſily! - 
My children are my greateſt enemies, and will, by their 
way of talking, and by the extravagant expenſes they run 
into, be the occafion that one of theſe days ſomebody will 
cut my throat, imagining me to be made up of nothing 
but guincas. 

Fred. What expenſe, Sir, do I run into? 

Love. How have you the affurance to af me that Sir, 
when if one was but to pick thoſe inc : feathers of your's 
off from head to foot one might purchaſe a very comfort- 
able annuity out of them. A fellow bers with a very good 
fortune upon his back wonders that he is call'd extrava- 


gant! In ſhort, Sir, you mut rob me to appear iu this 


manner, 
1 


; 
1 
s 
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Fred. How Sir! rob you? 

Love. Ay, rob me, or how cou'd you ſupport this ex- 
travagance ? | 

Fred. Alas Sir, there are fifty young fellows of my ac- 
quaintance that ſupport greater extravagancies and no one 
knows how. Ah Sir, there are ten thouſand pretty ways 
ef living in this Town without robbing one's father. 

Love. What neceſſity is there for all that lace on your 
coat? and all bought at the firſt hand too I warrant you. 
If you will be fine 1s there not ſuch a place as Monmouth- 
ſtreet in this Town, where a man may buy a ſuit for the 
third part of the ſum which his tailor demands? And then 
periwigs! what need has a man of periwigs when he may 
wear his own hair? *I dare ſwear a good periwig cann't 
&* colt leſs than fifteen or twenty ſhillings.” Heyday ! what, 
are they making ſigns to one another which ſhall pick my 

ket ? . 

Har. My brother and I, Sir, are „ em which ſhall 
ſpeak to you firſt, for we have both an affair f conſequence 
to mention to you. 

Love. And I have an affair of conſequence to mention 
to you both. Pray Sir, you who are a fine gentleman, and 
converſe much amongſt the ladies, what think you ofa cer- 
tain young lady called Mariana ? 

Fred. Mariana Sir! 

Love. Ay, what do you think of her? 

Fred. Think of her Sir! 

Love. Why do you repeat my words ? Ay, what do you 
think of her J . N f wy 

Fred. Why I think her the moſt charming woman in 
tke world. | 

Love. Would ſhe not be a defirable match? 

Fred. So deſirable that, in my opinion, her huſband will 
be the happieſt of mankind. 

Love. Does ſhe not promiſe to make a good houſewife ? 

Fred. Oh, tbe beſt houſewife upon earth. 

Love. Might not a huſband, think ye, live very eaſy and 
happy with her? 

Fred. Doubtleſs Sir. 

Love. There is one thing I'm a little afraid of, that is, 
that ſhe has not quite as much fortune as one might fairly 


expect. 
B 
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Fred. Oh Sir! conſider but her merit, and you may 
caſily make an abatement in her fortune. For Heaven's ſake, 
Bir, don'tlet that prevent your deſign. Fortune is nothing 
in compariſon with her beauty and merit. 

Love. Pardon me there; however, there may be ſome 
matters found, perhaps, to make up ſome little deficiency ; 
and if you would, to oblige your father, retrench your ex- 
travagancies on this occation, perhaps the difference in 
ſome time might be made u | 

Fred. My deareſt father! I'll bid adieu to all extrava- 
gance for ever, 

Love. Thon art a dutiful good boy; and fince I find 
you have the ſame ſentiments with me, provided ſhe can 
but make out a pretty tolerable fortune I am even reſolved 
to marry her. 

Fred. Ha! you reſolved to marry Mariana! 

Love. Ay, to marry Mariana. 

Har. Who? you, you, you! 

Love. Yes, I, I, I. 

Fred. I beg you will pardon me Sir; a ſudden dizzineſs 
has ſeized me, and I mutt beg leave to retire. [ Exit Fred. 

Love. This, daughter, is what I have reſolved for my- 
ſelf; as for your brother, I have a certain widow in my 
eye for him; and you, my dear! ſhall marry our good 
neizhbour Mr. Spindle. 

Har. I marry Mr. Spindle! 

Love. Yes; he is a prudent wife man, not much above 
fifty, and has a great fortune in the funds. 

Har. I thank you my dear papa! but I had rather not 
marry if you pleaſe. [ Courteſying. 

Love. mimicking her courteſy. ] I thank you, my good 
daughter! but I had rather you ſhould * him if you 
pleaſe. 

Har. Pardon me dear Sir! 

Love. Pardon me dear Madam! 

Har. Not all the fathers upon earth ſhall force me to it. 

Love. Did ever mortal hear a girl talk in this manner 
to her father ! 

Har. Did ever father attempt to marry his daughter 
after ſuch a manner ! In ſhort, Sir, I have ever been obe- 
dient to you; butas this affair concerns my happineſs only, 
and not your's, I hope you will give me leave to conſult 
my own inclination. 
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Love. I would not have you provoke me; I am refolved 

upon the match. 
Enter CLtrIMONT. 

Cler. Some people, Sir, upon juſtice- buſineſs, deſire to 
ſpeak with your Worſhip. 

Love. I can attend to no buſineſs, this girl has ſo per- 
plexed me. Huſſy, you ſhall marry as I would have you,or— 

Cler. Forgive my interpoling : dear Sir! what's the 
matter? Madam, let me entreat you not to put your fa- 
ther into a paſſion, 

Love. Clerimout, you are a prudent young fellow. Here's 
a baggage of a daughter who refuſes the moſt advanta- 


geous match that ever was offered both to her and to me: 


a man of a vaſt eſtate offers to take her without a portion? 
Cler. Without a portion! Conſider, dear Madam! can you 
refuſe agentleman who offers to take you without a portion? 
Love. Ay, conſider what that ſaves your father, 
Har. Yes, but I conſider what J am to fufter. | 
Cler. That's true indeed; you will think on that Sir. 
Though money be the firit thing to be conſidered in all 


the affairs of life, yet ſome little regard ſhould be had in 


this caſe to inclination. 

Love. Without a portion. 

Cler. You are in the right Sir, that decides the thing at 
once: and yet 1 know there are people who, on this oc- 
caſion, object againit a diſparity of age and temper, which 
too often make the married fate utterly miterable. 

Love. Without a portion. | 

Cler. Ah! there's no 2nfwering that „Who can 
0% oppoſe ſuch a reaſon as that?” And yet there are ſeve- 
ral parents who itudy the imclinations of their cluldren 
more than any other thing that would by no meaus ſa- 
crifice them to intereſt, * and who eſteem as the very fi: ſt 
article of marriage that happy union of aile&tions which 
* 1s the foundation of every bleſſing attending on a mar- 
* ried ftate——ond who——” 

Love. Without a portion. 

Cler. Very true; that ſtops your mouth at once 
„W Without a portion!” Where is the perion who can find 
an argument againſt that? 

Love. Ha! is not that the barking of a dog? ſome vil- 
lains are in ſearch of my money. — Don't ſtir from hence; 


II return in an inſtant. [Exit Love. 
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Cler. My deareft Harriet! how ſhall I expreſs the ago- 


ny I am in on your account ? 

Har. Be not too much alarmed, fince you may depend 
on my reſolution. It may be in the power of Fortune to 
delay our happineſs, but no power ſhall force me to de- 
ſtroy your hopes by any other match. 

Cler. Thou kindeſt lovely creature! 

Enter LovtGoLD. 

Love. Thank Heaven it was nothing but my fear. 

Cler. Yes, a daughter muſt obey her father; ſhe is not 
to conſider the ſhape, or the air, or the age, of a huſband; 
but when a man offers to take her without a portion ſhe 
is to have him, let him be what he will. 

Love. Admirably well ſaid indeed. 

Chr. Madam, T aſk your pardon if my love for your- 
telf and your family carries me a little too far. Be under 
no concern, I dare ſwear I ſhall bring her to it. 


[ To Lovegold. 
Love. Do, do; I'll go in and ſee what theſe 1 want 
with me. Give her a little more now while ſhe 's warm; 


you will be time enough to draw the warrant. 

Cher. * When a lover offers, Madam, to take a- daugh- 
ter without a portion, one ſhould inquire no farther ; 
{© every thing is contained in that one article, and with- 
out a portion ſupplies the want of beauty, youth, fami- 
„ly, wiidom, honour, and honeſty. 

{.ove. * Gloriouſly ſaid, ſpoke like an oracle!“ [| Exit, 

Cler. So, once more we are alone together. Believe me 
thisis a moſt painful hypocriſy ; ** it tortures me to oppoſe 
« your opinion though Iam not in carneſt, nor ſuſpected 
e by you of being fo. Oh Harriet! how is the noble paſ- 
% fion of love abuſed by vulgar ſouls who are incapable 
* of taſting its delicacies!”” When love is great as mine 


None can its pleaſures or its pains declare; 
We can but fecl how exquilite they are. [Exennt. 


ACT II. 
SCENE continues. 
FREDERICK, RAMILIE. 


FREDERICK. 
W «ar is the reaſon, firrah, you have been out of the 
way when I gave you orders to ſtay here? 
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Ram. Yes Sir, and here did I ſtay, according to your 
orders, till your good father turn'd me out ; and it is, Sir, 
at the extreme hazard of a cudgel that I return back again. 

Fred. Well Sir, and what anſwer have you brought 
touching the money ? 

Ram. Ah Sir, it is a terrible thing to borrow money! a 
man mult have dealt with the devil to deal with a fcrivener. 

Fred. "Then it won't do I ſuppoſe. 


induſtrious perſon ; he ſays he has done every thing in his 
| | power to ſerve you, for he has taken a particular fancy to 
your Honour. 
Fred. So then I ſhall have the five hundred, ſhall I ? 
Nam. Yes Sir; but there are ſome trifling conditions 
which your Honour muſt ſubmit to before the aflair can 
be finiſhed. 
Fred. Did he bring you to the ſpeech of the perſon 
- that is to lend the money? | 
Ram. Ah Sir! things are not managed in that manner; 
he takes wore care to conceal himſelf than you do; there 
are greater myſteries in theſe matters than you imagine : 
why, he would not ſo much as tell me the lender's name, 
and he is to bring him to-day to talk with you in ſome 
third perſon's houfe, to learn from your own mouth the 
particulars of your eſtate and family. I dare ſwear the 
very name of your father will make all things eaſy. 

Fred. Chiefly the death of my mother, whole jointure 
no one can hinder me of. 

Ram. Here, Sir, I have brought the articles; Mr. De- 
coy toid me he took 'em from the mouth of the perſon 
himſelf. Your Honour will ind them extremely reaſonable 
—* the broker was forced to {tickle hard to get ſuch 
good ones.” In the firit place, the lender is to ſee all his 
ſecurities, and the borrower malt be of age, and heir ap- 


tirely tree from allencumbrance; and that the lender may 
r. mas little riſk as poſſible the borrower muſt enſure his 
lite for the ſum lent; if he be an officer in the army he is 
to make over his whole pay for the payment cf both prin- 
cipal aud intereſt, which, that the lender may not burden 
his conſcience with any ſcruples, is to be no more than 
thirty per cent. 
Fred. Oh the conſcicntious raſcal ! 
B vj 


Ram. Pardon me Sir, Mr. Decoy the broker is a moſt. 


parent to a large eſtate without flaw in the title, and ea- 


RT 
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Ram. But as the ſaid lender has not by him at preſent 
the ſum demanded, and that to oblige the borrower he is 
himſelf forced to borrow of another at the rate of four 
cent. he thinks it but reaſonable that the firſt borrower, 
over and above the thirty per cent. aforeſaid, ſhall alſo pay 
this four per cent. fince 1t is for his ſervice only that this 
ſum is borrowed. 

Fred. Oh the devil! what a Jew is here? 

Ram. You know Sir what you have to do—he cann't 
oblige you to theſe terms. 

Fred. Nor can I oblige him to lend me the money with- 
out them ; and you know that I mutt have it, let the con- 
ditions be what they will. 

Ram. Ay Sir; why that was what I told him. 

Fred. Did you ſo raſcal? No wonder he inſiſts on ſuch 
conditions if you laid open my neceſſities to him. 

Ram. Alas, Sir, I only told it to the broker, who is 
your friend, and has your intereſt very much at heart. 

Fred. Well, is this all, or are there any more reaſonable 
articles? 

Ram. Of the five hundred pounds required the lender 
can pay down in caſh no more than four hundred, and for 
the reit the borrower muſt take in goods, of which here 
follows the catalogue. 

Fred. What in the devil's name is the meaning of all this? 

Ram. Imprimis, ** one large yellow camblet bed, lined 
« with ſattin, very little eaten by the moths, and wanting 
only one curtain; fix {tuffed chairs of the ſame, a little 
& torn, and the frames wormeaten, otherwiſe not in the 
« leaſt the worſe for wearing; one large pierglaſs, with 
L only onecrack in the middle; one ſuit af tapeſtry hang- 
ings, in which are curiouſly wrought the loves of Mars 
and Venus, Venus and Adonis, Cupid and Pſyche, with 
many other amorous ſtories, which make the hangings 
very proper for a bedchamber. 

Fred. What the devil is here! 

Ram. Item, one ſuit of drugget with ſilver buttons, 
s the buttons only the worſe for wearing; tem, two muſ- 
« quets, one of which only wants the lock,” one large ſil- 
ver watch, with Tompion's name to it; one ſnuffbox, with 
a picture in it, bought at Mr. Deard's, a proper preſent for 


a miſtreſs; five pictures without frames, if not originals all 


copies by good hands; and one fine frame without a picture. 


AI. THE MISTER. 19 


Fred. Oons ! what uſe have I for all this? 

Ram. Several valuable books, amongſt which are all the 
journals printed for theſe five years la paſt, handſomely 
banal and lettered——the whole works in divinity of — 

Fred. Read no more! confound the curſt extortioner ! 
I ſhall pay one hundred per cent. 

Ram. Ah Sir! I with your Honour would conſider of 
it in time. 

Fred. I muſt have money. To what ftraits are we redu- 
ced by the curſt avarice of fathers ! well may we with them 
dead when their death is the only introduction to our living. 

Ram. Such a father as your's, Sir, is enough to make 
one do ſomething more than wiſh him dead. For my 
„part, I have never had any inclinations towards hang- 
„ing; and I thank Heaven I have lived to ſee whole ſets 
of my companions {ſwing out of the world, while I have 
t had addreſs enough to quit all manner of gallantries the 
- © moment I ſmelt the halter.” I have always had an ut- 

ter averſion to the ſmell of hemp ; but this rogue of a fa- 
ther of your's 8ir Sir, I aik your pardon——has 
ſo provoked me that I have often wiſhed to rob him, and 
rob him I ſhall in the end, that 's certain. 

Fred. Give me that paper, that I may conſider a little 
theſe moderate articles. 

Enter LovecouD and Decor. 

Decay: In ſhort, Sir, he is a very extravagant young fel. 
low, and ſo preſſed by his neceſſities that you may bring 
him to what terms you pleaſe. 

Love. But do you think, Mr. Decoy, there 1s no dan- 
ger? do you know the name, the family, and the eſtate, of 

borrower ? 

Decay. No, I cannot give you any perfect information 
Jets for it was by the greateſt accident in the world that 

e was recommended to me; but you will learn all theſe 
particulars from his own lips, and his man affured me you 
would make no difficulty the moment you knew the name 
of his father: all that I can tell you is, that his ſervant ſays 
the old gentleman is extremely rich; he called him a eo- 
vetous old raſcal. | 

Love. Ay, that is the name which theſe ſpendthrifts, 
and the rogues their ſervants, give to all honeſt prudent 
men who know the world and the value of their money. 


* 
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Decay. This young gentleman is an only ſon, and is ſo 
little afraid of any future competitors that he offers to be 
bound, if you inſiſt on it, that his father ſhall die within 
theſe eight months. 

Love. Ay! there's ſomething in that; I believe then I 
ſhall let him have the money. Charity, Mr. Decoy, charity, . 
obliges us to ſerve our neighbours, I ſay, when we are uo 
lofers by ſo doing. 

Decoy. Very true indeed. 

Ram. Heyday! what can be the meaning of this? our 
broker talking with the old gentleman ! 

Decoy. So, "gentlemen! I fee you are in great haſte: . 
but who told you, pray, that this was the lender? I aſſure 
ou, Sir, I neither diſcovered your name nor your houſe: 
bat, however, there is no great harm done; they are peo- 
ple of diſcretion, ſo you may freely tranſact the affair now. 

Love. How! 

Decoy. This, Sir, is the gentleman "oh wants to bor - 
row the five hundred pounds I mentu to you. 

Love. How, raſcal! is it you that abandon yourſelf to 
theſe intolerable extravagancies? 

Fred. ] muſt even ftand buff, and outface bim. [ Afde.]. 
——And is it you, father, that difgrace yourſelt by theſe 
ſcandalous extortions ? [ Ramilie and Decoy ſneak of. 

Love. Is it you that would ruin yourſelf by taking up 
money at ſuch intereſt ? 

Fred. Is it you that would enrich yourſclf by lending 
at ſuch intereſt? 

Love. How dare you, after this, appear before my face? 

Fred. How dare you, after this, appcar betore the face 
of the world? 

Love. Get you out of my fight villain! get out of my fight. 

Fred. Sir, I go; but give me leave to ſay 

Love. I'll not hear a word: I'll prevent your attempt 
ing any thing of this nature for the future. Get out of 
my fight villain I am not ſorry for this accident; it will 
make me henceforth keep a ſtricter eye over his actions. 

. [ Exeunts 


SCENE, an apartment in Lovegolds Louſe, 


Emer HARRIE T and MARIAUA. 
Mar. Nay, Harriet, you muſt excuſe me, for of all peo- 
ple upon earth you are my greateſt favourite: but I have 
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had ſuch an intolerable cold child, that it is a miracle 1 
have recovered for, my dear! would you think I have had 
no leſs than three doors? 

Har. Nay, then it is a miracle you recovered indeed. 

Mar. Oh, child, doctors will never do me any harm; I 
never take any thing they preſcribe: I don't know how 
it is; when one 's ill one cann't help ſending for them; and 
you know, my dear! my mamma loves phy lick better than 
ſhe does any thing but cards. 

Har. Were I to take as much of cards as you do I don't 
know which I ſhould nauſeate moſt. 

Mar. Oh, child, you are quite a Tramontane; I muft 
bring you to like dear ſpadille. I proteſt, Harriet, if you 
would take my advice in ſome things you would be the 
moſt agreeable creature in the world. 

Har. Nay, my dear! I am in a fair way of being ob- 
liged to obey your commands. 


Mar. That would be the happieſt thing in the world 


for you; and I dam Near you would like them extremely, 
for they would be exactly oppoſite to every command of 
yaur father's. 

Har. By that now one would think you were married 


already. | 


Mar. Married, my dcar! 

Har. Oh, I can tell you of ſuch a conqueſt! you will 
have ſuch a lover within theſe four-and-twenty hours ! 

Mar. I am glad you have given me timely notice of it, 
that I may turn off ſomebody to make room for him; 
but I believe I have liſted him already.“ Oh Harriet! 
I have been ſo plagued, ſo peſtered, ſo fatigued, fince I 
ſaw you, with that dear creature your brother In ſhort 
child, he has made arrant downright love to me; if my 
heart had not been harder than adamant itſelf I had been 
your ſiſter by this time. 

Har. And if your heart be not harder than adamant 
you will be in a fair way of being my mother ſhortly, for 


my good father has this very day declared ſuch a paſſiou 


for you 

Mar. Your father! 

Har. Ay, my dear! what ſay you to a comely old gen- 
tleman of not much above threeſcore that loves you ſo vio- 
lently? I dare ſwear he will be conftant to you all his days. 

Mar. Ha, ha, ha! I ſhall die, Ha, ha, ha! you extra- 
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vagant creature! how could you throw away all this jeſt 
at once? it would have furniſhed a pruden! perſon with an 
annuity of laughter for life. Oh! I am charmed with my 
conqueſt ; I am quite in love with him already: I never 
had a lover yet above half his age. 
Har. Lappet and I have laid a delightful plot, if you 
will but come into it and counterfeit an affection for him. 
Mar. Why, child, I have a real affection for him. Oh, 
methinks I ſec you on your knees already Pray, Mamma, 
pleaſe togive me your bleſſing. Oh, I fee my loving bride- 
room * in his threefold nightcap, his flannel ſhirt ; me- 
« thinks” I ſee him approach me with all the lovely gra- 
vity of age; I hear him whiſper charming ſentences of 
morality in my ear, © more inſtructive than all my grand- 
mother e' er taught me.” Oh! I ſmell him ſweeter, oh! 
ſweeter than even hartſhorn itſelf! Ha, ha, ha! Sce child, 
how beautiful a fond imagination can paint a lover: 


would not any one think now we had been a happy Tt. 


« couple together Heaven knows bow long?“ 
Har. Well, vou dear mad creature! but do you think 
ou can maintain any of this fondneſs to his face? for I 
— ſome women who ſpeak very fondly of a huſband to 
other people, but. never ſay one civil thing to the man 
himſelf. 

Mar. Oh, never fear it; one cann't indeed bring ane's 
ſelf to be civil to a young lover; but as for theſe old fel - 
lows, I think one may play as harmleſly with them as with 
one another. Young fellows are perfect bears, and muſt be 
kept at a diſtance; the old ones are mere lapdogs, and 
when they have agrecable tricks with them one 1s equally 
fond of both. 

Har. Well, but now I hope you will give me leave to 
ſpeak a word or two ſeriouſly in favour of my poor brother. 


Mar. Oh, I ſhall hate you if you are ſerious. Oh! ſfeef 


what your wicked words have occaſioned: I proteſt you 
are a conjurer, and certainly deal with the devil. 
| Enter FREDERICK. 
Har. Oh brother! Iam glad you are come to plead your 
own cauſe; I have heen your ſol:citor in your abſence. _ 
Fred. Jam afraid, like other clients, I ſhall plead much 
worſe for myſelf than my advocate has done. 


Mar. Perſons who have a bad cauſe ſhould have very 
artful counſel, 
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Fred. When the judge is determined againſt us all art 


will prove of no effect. 

Mar. Why then, truly Sir in ſo terrible a fituation I 
think the ſooner you give up the cauſe the better. 

Fred. No, Madam, I am reſolved to perſevere; for 
when one's whole happineſs is already at ſtake I ſee nothing 
more can be hazarded in the purſuit. It might be perhaps 
a perſon's intereſt to give up a cauſe wherein part of his 
fortune was concern'd, but when the diſpute is about the 
whole he can never loſe by perſevering. 

Mar. Do you hear him Harriet? I fancy this brother of 
your's would have made a moſt excellent lawyer. I proteſt 


when he is my ſon-in-law I'll ſend him to the Temple: 


tho? he begins a little late, yet diligence may bring him to 


be a great man. 

Fred. I hope, Madam, diligence may ſucceed in love as 
well as law : fare Mariana is not a more erabbed ſtudy than 
Coke upon Littleton ! 

Mar. Oh, the wretch! he has quite ſuffocated me with 
his compariſon; I muit have a little air: dear Harriet! let 
us walk in the garden. 

Fred. I hope, Madam, I have your leave to attend you? 


Mar. My leave! no indeed, you have no leave of mine; 


© but if you will follow me I know no way to hinder you. 


[ Exeunt. 
Har.“ Ah, brother! I with you had no greater enemy 
in this affair than your miſtreſs.“ 


SCENF, à garden. 


Enter Rawiiis and Larter. 

Lap. This was indeed a moſt unlucky accident; how- 
ever, I dare lay a wager I ſhall ſucceed better with * and 
get ſome of thoſe guineas you would have borrowed. 

Ram. I am not, Madam, now to learn Mrs. Lappet's 


[| dexterity ; but if you get any thing out of him I ſhall think 


you a match for the devil. Sooner than to extract gold 
from him I would engage to extract religion from a hypo- 
Crite, honeſty from a lawyer, health from a phyſician, fin- 
cerity from a courtier, or modeity from a poct. I think, 
g enough in this houſe to kom 
that gold 1s a very dear co: nmodity here. 

Lap. Ah, but there are ſome certain ſervices which will 


ſquecze it out of the cloſeſt hands. There is one trade, 
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which I thank Heaven I'm no ſtranger to, wherein all men 
are dabblers; and he who will ſcarce afford himſelf either 


meat or clothes will ſtill 2 for the commodities I deal in. 


Ram. Your humble ſervant Madam; I find you don't 
know our good maſter yet: there is not a woman in the 
« world who loves to hear her pretty ſelf talk neverſo much 
« but you may eaſier ſhut her mouth than open his hands; 
as for thanks, praiſes, and promiſes, nocourtier upon earth 

"* js more liberal of them; but for money, the devil a penny: 
« there's nothing ſo dry as his careſſes; and”? there is no 
huſband who hates the word Wife half ſo much as he does 
the word Give: inſtead of ſaying I give you a good-mor- 
row, he always ſays I lend you a good-morrow. 7 

Lap. Ah Sir! let me alone to drain a man; I have the 
ſecret to open his heart and his purſe too. 

Ram. I defy you to drain the man we talk of of his 
money; he loves that more than any thing you can procure 
him in exchange: the very fight of adun throws him into 
* convulſions; *tis touching him in the only ſenſible part; 
it is piercing his heart, tearing out his vitals, to afk him 
« fora farthing:“ but here he is, and if you get a ſhilling out 
of him I'll marry you without any other — [ Exit, 

Enter LovtGoLD. 

Love. All's well hitherto; my dear money is ſafe. Is it 
you Lappet ? 

Lap. I ſhould rather aſk if it be you Sir? Why, you look 
ſo young and vigorous 

Love. Do I, do I! 

Lap. Why, you grow younger and younger every day 
Sir; you never look'd half ſo young in your life Sir as you 
do now. Why Sir, I know fifty young fellows of five-and- 
twenty that are older than you are. 

Love. That may be, that may be, Lappet, conſidering the 
lives they lead; and yet I am a good ten years above fifty. 

Lap. Well, and what 's ten years above fifty? 't is the 
very flower of a man's age. Why Sir, you are now in the 
* prime of your life. 


ove. Very true, that's very true, as to underſtanding; 


but I am afraid could I take off twenty years it would do 
me no harm with the ladies Lappet. How goes on our 
affair with Mariana ? have you mentioned any thing about 
what her mother can give her? for now-a-days nobody 
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marries a woman unleſs the brings ſomething with her be- 
ſides her pett icoat. 

Lap. Sir! why, Sir, this young lady will be worth to 
you as good a thouſand pounds 55 car as ever was told. 

Love. How! a thouſand pounds a-year ? 

Lap. Yes Sir; there's, in the tiril piace, the article of a 
table; ſhe has a very little ſtomach, the does not eat above 
an ounce in a fortnight; and then as to the quality of what. 
ſhe cats you'll have no need of a French cook upon her 
account; as for tweetmeats, ſhe mortally hates them; fo 
there is the article of deſerts wiped off all at once—you 'll 
havg no nced of a confectioner, who would be cternally 
bringing in bills for preſerves, conſetvcs, biſcuits, comfits, 
and jellies, of which half-a-dozen ladies would ſwallow 
you ten pounds worth at a meal; this, I think, we may 
very moderately reckon at two hundred pounds a-year at 
leaſt. Item, for clothes; ſhe has been bred up in ſuch a 
plainneſs in them that ſhould we allow but for three birth- 
night ſuits a-year ſaved, which are the leaſt a Town lady 
would expect, there go a good two hundred pounds 2-year 
more; for jewels, (of w hich ſhe hates the very hight) the 
yearly intereſt of what you mult lay out in them would 
amount to one hundre "7 pounds. Laſtly , ſhe has an utter 
deteſtation for play, at which I have known Sens, mo- 
de rate ladies! ls a good two thouſand poundsa-year;z now 
let us take only the fourth part of that, which amounts to 
five hundred, to which if we add two hundred pounds on 
the table account, two kundred pounds in clothes, and 
one hundred pounds in juwels, there is, Sir, your thouſand 
pounds a-year in hard moncy. 

Love. Av, ay, theſe are p. etty things it muſt be con- 
feſs'd, very pretty thi ags; but there *snothi ng real in *em. 

Lap. How, Sir! is it not ſomcthing real to brin ig you in 
marriz; eu vait tore of fobcicty, the iuheritance af a great 
love f. - haplicity of dreſs, and a valt acquired fund of 
hatred * play? 2 


Love. This is downrigtlt raillery L appet, to make me 


up a fortune out of the expenſes ſhe won't put me to; I 


allure you, N. adam, I ſoalt give no acquittance for what I 


have not received: in ſhort Lappet, 1 muſt touch, touch, 


touch, ſomethin z rea), 


Lap. Never fear, vou ſhall touch ſomething real. I have 
C 
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heard them talk of a certain country where ſhe has a very 
pretty freehold, which ſhalt bc put into your hands, 

8 e. Nay, if it Were a COPY 140: R I ſhould be lad tO 

touch it: but there is another thing that diſturbs me. You 

know this girl is young, and yo! ing P ople generally love 
one anot! — 's company: it v ould ill agree with a perſon 
of my ten per to keep an alleably for all che young rakes 
and Hau iuting 8 iris 11 Town iis 

Lap. At Sir, how little do you know of her! this is 
another particularity that I had to telt you of : ſhe has a 
moſt terrible averſion for all young people, and loves none 
but perſons of your years. 1 w wand adviſe you above all 
things to take care not to appear too young ſhe infilts 
ON ixty at leaſt: cob ein 22 off a maich t other day te cauſe 
her lover was Þ:: 2 , and pretended io fign the marriage ar- 
ticles wvith?; it ſpe? 47. Jes. 
Lote. Tliis humour is a little ſtrange methinks. 
Lap. She carries it farther Sir than can be imagin'd: 
ſhe has in her chamber teveral pictures, but what do you 
think they are? none of your ſmoke-tac'd young fellows, 
yeur Adoniss, your Cy haluss „ Your Pariss, and your 
— : no Sir; you fre nothing there but your hand- 
ſome ſigures of Satur: . E. ing Pia a vid Neitor, and good 
_ Ancttife uf on! 1is ſon's ſhoviders. 

Le ve. Admirzble! this is more than I could have hoped. 
To fay the truth, bal L been a woman I Hhould never have 


loved young tciluws. 


Lap. 1 T lic ve vou. Pretty ſort of Ruff indeed to be in 
love with young fellows! pretty maſters indecd, with their 
fine compicxions and their tine teathers! Now, I ſhould be 
lad to talte the favour that is in any of * ck 

[47 ere Tapped introduces a ſong . 
Love. And do you really think me pretty tolerable? 
Lap. Tolerable! y ou ard rav! ning! if your picture was 
drawn by a good hu Sir it would be invaluable! © Turn 
© about a little i if you plcaic: Rove; what can be more 
charming!“ Let me fee vou v . there 's a perſon ſor 
you! tall, itraiglit, irce, a nd degagee ! Why, Sir, you have 
no fault about you. 

Love. Not many; hem, hem; not many, IT thank Hea- 
ven; only a few rhcumatick pains now and then, and 4 
(mall catarrh that ſeizes me ſomctimes. 
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Lap. Ah Sir, that's nothing; your catarrh fits very 
well upon you, and you cough w ith a very good grace. 

Lone. But tell me, what does Mariana ſay ot my perſon : ? 

Lab. She has a particular pleature m t; alk ing of it; and 
Laſture you, Sir, Ihave not been backward on all tuch oc- 
calions to blazon forth your incrit, and to make her fen- 
ſible how advantageous a match vou will be to her. 

Love. You did very v _ 41 _ am obl: Wen to You, 

Lap. But, Sir, I have a fnoll favour to aſle of V Ou—1 
have a lawſuit depending; which I am on the very brink 
of loſing for want of a little money; { He looks g. -avely, ] 
and you could caiily procure my f. WA if you had the 
leaſt friendſhip for me. You canu't imagine, Sir, the plca- 
ſure the takes in talking of you. THe J. e pleaſed. ] 
Ah! how you will deliglu her! how your venerable mien 
will charm her! ſhe will never be able to withitand you. 
But indeed Sir, this lawinit will be of a terrible con- 
ſequence to me. [He {vols grave again, } Jam ruined if 3 
loſe it, which a very ſmall matter might prevent. Ah Sir, 


had you but ſeen the raptures with w hich ſhe has heard me 


talk of you! | He refumes his ghyety. ] how pleaſure ſparkled 
in her eyes at the recital of your good qualities! In ſhort, 
to diſcover a ſecret to you witch I promiſe d to conccal, 
I have worked up her imagination till the is Cownright im- 
patient of having the match concluded. 

Love. Lappet, you have ated a very friendly part; and 
I own that I have all the obligations in the world to you. 

Lap. I beg you would give me this little aſſiſtance Sir; 
[He looks fericus. ] it will ſet me on my feet, and I ſhall be 
eternally obliged to you. 

Love, Farewell; I'll go and finiſh my diſpatches, 

Lap. I aſſure you Sir you could never aſſiſt me in a 
greater neceſſity. 

J. ve. I mult go give fome orders about a particular 
affair 

Lap. I would not importune you Sir, if I was not forced 
by the lait extremity. 

Lowe. Lexpect the tailor about turnin ig my coat. Don't 
you think this coat will look well enough turn'd, with new 
buttons, for a w edding-tuit : ? 

J. ap. For pity's « fake, Sir, don't refuſe me this ſmall 
favour : : ſhall be undone indeed Sir: if it Were but “ 10 
ſmall a matter as ten pounds Sir. 
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Love. I think I hear the tailor's voice, 
Lap. If it were but five pounds Sir; but three pounds 
Sir: nay, Sir, a fingle guinea would be of ſervice for a 
day or two. [ As he offers tu go out on either fide fheinter cepts him, 
Love. I muſt go; I cann't lay. Hark there, ſomebodly 
calls me. I'm very much oblig*d to you; indeed 1 am very 
| much oblig*d to you. | [Ext. 
Ia. Go tothe gallous, to the devil, ItKea covetous good- 

for- nothing villain as you are! Ram lie is in the riglit: 

however, I thall not quit the affair; for tho' I get nothing 


So 
out of him I am ſure of my reward from the other fide. 
Fools only to one party will confide, 
Good politicians will both parties guide; 
And it one fails they 're feed on t'other tide. [Exil 
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SCENE Continucs. 
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Enter HaRRIET, FaEDERICK, and CLERIMONT. 


FrEDERICE. 
F Think, Sir, you have given my ſiſter a very ſubſtantial 
proof of your affection. I am ſorry you could have had 
juch a ſuſpicion of me as to imagine I could have been an 
enemy to one who has approved himſelf a gentleman and 
a lover. 

Chr. If any thing, Sir, could add to my misfortunes, it 

vould be to be thus obliged without having any proſpec 
| of repaying the obligation. 
Fred. Every word you ipeak is a farther conviction to 
| me that you are what you have Q-clared youre If; “ fer 
| there is ſomethiug in a generous education which it is 
he impoſſible tor perſons who want that happincts to coun- 
| « terfeit ; therefore henceforth I beg you to believe me 
| ſincerely your friend. 

Har. Come come, pray a truce with your comp liments, 
for I hear my father's cough coming this way. 

Enicr LovtGorD. 

Love. So, fo, this is juil as I would have it. Let me tell 
you, children, this is a prudent young man, and you can- 
not converſe too much with Him: he will teach you, Sir, 
for all you hold your un ſo high, better ſenſe than to 
borrow moucy at fifty pur cent. Aud you, Madam, I Gare 
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fay he will infuſe good things into you too if you will but 
hearken to him. 

Fred. While you live, Sir, we ſhall want no other in— 
ſtructer. 

Love. Come hither Harriet. You know to-night I have 
invited our friend and neighbour Mr. Spindle. Now in- 
tend to take this opportunity of ſaving the expenſe of 
another entertainment, by inviting Mariana and her mo- 
ther; for I obſerve, that take what care one will there 18 
always more vistuals provided on theſe occaſions than is 
cut; and an additional gueſt makes no additional expenſe A 

Cler. Very true Sir; Beides tho” they were to rife hua- 
gry no one ever calls for more at another perſon's table. 

Love. Right, honeſt Clerimont, and to rife with an ap- 
petite is one of the wholeſomelt things in the world. Har- 
riet, I would have you go immediately and carry the in- 


vitation ; you may walk thither, and they will bring you 
back in a coach. 


Har. I ſhall obey you Sir. 

Love. Go; that's my good girl. And you, Sir, I de- 
fire would behave yourſelt civilly at ſupper. 

Fred. Why ſhould you ſuſpect me Sir? 

Love. I know, Sir, with what eyes ſuch ſparks as you 
look upon a mother-in-law; but if you hope for my for- 
giv eneſs of your late exploit, I would adviſe you to behave 
to her in the molt affectionate manner imaginable. 

Fred. I cannot promiſe, Sir, to be overjoy'd at her be- 
ing my mother-in-law; but this I will promiſe you, I will 
be as civil to her as you could wiſh; I will behold her with 
as much affection as you can defire me; that is an article 
upon which you may be ſure of a moſt punctual obedicnce. 

Love. That I think is the leaſt I can expect. 

Fred. Sir, you ſhall have no reaſon to complain. 

Enter JAMES. 
Fames. Did you fend for me Sir? 


1.ove. Where have you becu? for I have wanted you 
above an hour. 

James. Whom, Sir, did you want? your coachinan or 
your cook? for I am both one and t' other. 

{,ove, I want my cook Sir. 

James. I thought indeed it was not your coachman; for 
you have had no great occaſion for hin fince your laſt pair 
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of geldings were ſtarved - But your cook, Sir, ſhall wait 
on you in an inſtaut. 
Puts off his coachman'”s great coat, and appears as a cook. 
J. one. What's the meaning of this folly ? 
TFames. I am ready for your commands Sir. 
Love. I am engaged this evening to give a ſupper. 
James. A ſupper, Sir! I have not heard the word this 
half year; I have indeed now and then heard of fucha thing 
as a dinner; but fora upper, I have not dreſs'd one ſo long, 
that I am afraid my hand is out. 
{.ove. Leave oft your ſaucy jeſting firrah, and fee that 
vou provide me a good fupper. 
Fames. That may be done Sir with agood deal of money. 
Love. What, is the devilin you? always money. Can you 
fay nothing elſe hut Money, money, money ? All my fer- 
vants, my children, my relations, can pronounce no other 
word than Money. 
Cler. I never heard ſo ridiculous an * 16 Here's 
& miracle for you indeed, to make a good ſupper with a 
good deal of money ! Is there any thing ſo eaſy? is there 
* any one who cann't do it??“ Would a man ſhew himſcif 
to be a good cook he mult make a good ſupper out of a 
little money. 
James. I with you would be fo good, Sir, as to ſhew us 
that art, and take my office of cook uon yourlelf. 
Love. Peace firrah, and tell me Wat we can have. 
James. There's a gentleman, Sir, who can furniſh you 
* out a good ſupper with a little money. 
i Love. © Anſwer me yourſelf. 
James. Why Sir,” how many will there be at table? 
Love. About eight or ten; but I will have a ſupper 
dreſs'd but for eight; for if there be enough for eight there 
is enough for ten. 
Fames. Suppoſe, Sir, you have at one end of the table 
a good handſome toup; at the other a ae Weſtphalia 
ham and chickens; on one bde afillet of veal roaſted, and 
on the other a turkey, or rather a bultaid, which I bekeve 
may be bought for a guinea or thereabouts. 
Love, What! 1s the fellow providing an entertainment 
for my Lord Mayor and the Court of Aldermen! 
Fames. Tlien, &᷑r, for the ſecond courſe a leath of phea- 
ſants, a leaſh of fat poujards, half- a- dozen partr) dges, one 
dozen of quails, two dozen of ortuians, three 42 
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Love. pulting his hand before James'smouth.] Ah villaiu! 


you are cating up all I am worth. 


3 Then a ragout 

Love. fiopping his moath again. ] Hold your extravagant 
tongue lirrah. 

Cler. Have you a mind to burſt them all? “ has my 
* maſter invited people to cram 'em to death? or do you 
think his friends have a mind to cat him up at one ſup- 
« per?” Huch {ſervants as you, Mr. James, thould be often 
reminded of that excellent ſaying of a very wite man, We 
mult eat to live, not live to eat. 

Love, Excellently well faid indeed! it is the ſineſt ſen- 
tence lever heard in my life. We muſt live tocat, aud not 
eat to No, that is not it: how did you ſay ? 

Cher. That we mult cat to live, and not hve to eat. 

Love. Extremely fine? pray write them out for me, for 
I'm refolv'd to have them done ia letters of gold, or black 

nd white rather, over my hall chimney. 

Fames. You have no need to do any more Sir, people 
tals enough of you already. 

Jede. Pray Sir, what do people ſay of me? 

James. Ahl Sir! ifI could but be aſſur'd that you would 
vt be angry with me— 

Love. Not at all; ſo far from it you will very much 
blige n e, for I amalways very glad to hear what the world 
fays of me. 

James. Well Sir, then, ſince you will have it, 1 will 
tell v au freely that they make a jeſt of you every where, 
nay of your very {ervants upon Your account. They make 
ten thouſand ſtories of you; one tays that you have always a 
quarreireadyw thyour tervantsatquarterday,or when they 
leave you, in order to find an excuſe to give them nothing; 
another ſays that you were taken one night ſtealing your 
own oats from your own horſes, for which your coachmaa 
very hondiome)y belaboured your back: in a word, Sir, one 
can gon where where you are not the by- word; you are 
the lavnhinyitock of all the world; aud you are never men- 
toned but by the name&of covetous, ſcraping, ſtingy— 

Love. Impertinent, impudent, ratcal ! beat him for me 
Cl: T1: mond. 

Chr. Are you not aſham'd, Mr. James, to give your 
* Mailer tlus language ? 
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James. What 's that to you Sir ?—T fancy this fellow 
©; a coward; it he be I will handle him.“ 

Cler. It does not become a ſervant to ule ſuch language 
to his maſter. 

Fames. Who taught you, Sir, what becomes? If you 
trouble your head with my butineſs I ſhall threſh your 

jacket for you. If I once take a ſtick in hand I ſhall teach 
you to hold your tongue for the future I believe. If you 
offer to fay another word to me I'll break your head for 
you. [ Drives Clerimont to the furiher end of the tage, 

(ber. How, raſeal! break my head! 

James. I did not tay I'd break your bend. 

[ Clerimont drives him back gain. 

Cr. Do you know, firrah, that I ſhall break your's for 
this impudence? 

Fames. ** hope not Sir: I give you no offence Sir. 

Cler. . That I ſhall ſhe w you the difference between us.“ 

Fames. Ha, ha, ha! Sir, I was but in jeſt. 

Cler. Then I ſhall warn you to forbcar theſe jeſts for the 
ſuture. [ Kicks him off the flage. 

James. Nay Sir, cann't you take a jeſt? Why, I was 
but in jeſt all the while. 

Love. How happy am I in ſuch a clerk! 

*Uler. You may leave the ordering of the ſupper to me 
Sir; I will take care of that. 

Love. Do ſo: ſee and provide ſomething to cloy their ſto- 
machs: let there be two great diſhes of foupmeagre, a good 
large ſuet · pudding, ſome dainty fat pork pie or palty, a 
fine ſmall brealt of mutton, not toofat ; a ſallad, and a diſh 
or artichokes, which will make plenty and variety enough. 

Cler. I ſhall take a particular care, Sir, to provide every 
thing to your ſatisfaction, 

Love. But be ſure there be plenty of ſoup, be ſure of 
hat This is a molt excellent young fellow But now 

I go pay a viſit to my money. [ Excunt, 


SCENE, the freet. 


RAMILIE and Layer meeting. 
Ram. Well Madum, what ſucceſs ? £* Have I been a falſe 
« prophet, and have you come at the old hunks's purſe? or 
* like an oracle, and he is as clofe-titted aguſual?” 
Lp. Never was a perſon of my function ſo uled ; all my 
rhecerick availed nothing. While I was talking to him 
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about the lady he {mil'd and was pleas'd, but the moment 
I mentioned money to him his countenance chang'd, and 
he underſtood not one word that I ſaid. But now, Kamilic, 
what do you think this affair is that I am tranſacting? 
Ruin. Nay, Mrs. Lappet, now you are putting too ſe- 
vere a taſk upon me. How is it poſtble in the vaſt variety 
of aflairs which you honour with taking into your hands 
that I ſhould be able to gueſs which is fo happy to employ 
vour immediate thoughts? 
: Lap. Let me tell you then, ſwegt g ir! that Lam tranſact- 
ing an affair between your malter's miltreis and his father. 
Ram. What affair prithee? 
Lap. What ſhould it be but the old one matrimony ? 


In ſhort your maſter and his father are rivals. 


Ram. I am glad on't, and I wiſh the old gentlemay 
ſucceſs with all my heart. 

Lap. How! are you your maſter's enemy. 

Rain. No, Madam, I am ſo much his friend that I had 


rather he {ſhould loſe his miſtreſs than his humble ſervant, 


which muſt be tlie caſe, for Iam determined againit a mar- 


ried family. | will never be ſervant to any man who is not 
his own maler. 

Lap. Why truly , when one conſiders the caſe tho- 
roughly, I mull be of opinion that it would be more your 
maſter's intereſt to be this lady's ſon- in- law than her huſ- 
baud ; for, in ti e firit place, ſhe has but little fortune; and 
if [he was once married to his fon I dare {wear the old gen- 
tleman would never forgi ve the difappo 2ntment of his love. 

Ram. And is the old gentleman in love? 

Lab. Oh protoundiy! delightiully! oh that you had 
but feen him as I have! with his feet tct* ring, his cycs 
watering, his teeth chattering! his old trunk was ſhaken 
with a fit of love jult as if it had been a fit of an ague. 

Nan. He will have more cold fits than hot 1 believ e. 

Lap. Is it not more advantageous for hin to ave a 
mother-in-law that ſhould open his father's heart to him 
than a wife that would ſhut it againſt him? Beſides, i: will 
be better for us all; for if the huſband were as cov<tcus as 
the devil he could not ſtop the hands of an extravagant 
wife: ſhe will a always have it in her power to reward them 
who keep her ſecrets; and when the huſband is old m—_ 

to be the wife's grandfather ſhe has always ſecrets _-_ 
worth conccaling, take my word for it; fo faith I will e 
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ſet about that in earneſt which I have hitherto intended 
only as a jeſt. | 
Nam. But do you think you can prevail with her? 
e will ſke not be apt tothink ſhe loſes that by the exchange 
& which he cannot make her amends for? | 
Lap. Ah Ramilie! the difficulty is not ſo great to 
« perſuade a woman to follow her intereſt : we generally 
* tave that more at heart than you men imagine; beſides, 
& we are extremely apt to liſten to one another; and w he. | 
* ther vou would lead a woman to ruin or preferve her | 
from it, the ſureſt way of doing either is by one of her 
« own ſex. We are generally decoyed into the net by | 
& hirds of our own feather.” | 
Ram. Well, if you do ſucceed in your undertaking you | 
will allow this J hope, that I firt put it into your head. 
Lab. Ves, it is true you did mention it firſt ; but 1 thought 
of it firſt I am ſure; ; I muſt have thought of it: but 1 will 
not loſe a moment's time; for not withitanding all I have | 
laid young fcllows are dev ls, Beſides, this has a moſt plau- 
ſible tongue, and ſnoul! he get accels to Mariana may do 
in a few minutes what I fall never be able to undo as long 
as 1 live. C Exit. | 
Ram. There goes the glor; 7 of all chambermaĩds. The 
jade has art, but it 1s quite over uwndowed by her vanity, 
« She will get the better of every one but the perſon who 
« ill condeſcend to praiſe her; for tho? the be a moſt mer- 
* cenary devil, ſhe will ſwallow no bribe kaif ſo cagerly as 
« flattery. The fame pride which warms her fancy ſerves | 
* to cool her appetites, and therefore though ſhe have net- | 
« ther virtue nor beauty her vanity gives her both. And 
« this is my miſtreſs, with a pox to her! Pray, what am I 
& in love with? but that is a queſtion ſo few jovers can an- 
4 ſwer, that I ſhall content myſelf with thinking I am in 
« love with e je ne ſeat quoi.” Match her who can. [ Ext, 


SCENT, Zovegold's houſe. 


CO tt 


2 


Enter LoveGoLD, Farprzicx, HaRRIET, Mrs, WistLyY, 
and MARIANA. 
I.ove. You ſee, Madam, what it is to marry extremely | 
young: here are a couple of tall branches for you almoſt 
the age of man and woman; but ill weeds grow apace. 


Ars. V. When chiblren come to their age, Mr. Love- 


gold, they are no longer any trouble to their parents: what | 
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I have always dreaded was to have married into a family 
where there were {mall children. 

Love. Pray give me leave, young lady: I have been told 
\ on have no great averſion to ö ſpectacles: : it is not that your 
charms do not ſufficiently ſtrike the naked eye, ox that they 
want addition; but it is with glaſſes we look at the ſtars, 
aud l' maintain you area ſtar of beauty, that is, the fineſt, 
brighteſt, and moſt glorious, of all ſtars. 

Mar. Harriet, I thall certainly burſt. Oh! nauſcous fil- 
thy fellow ! 

Luoe. What does ſhe ſay to you Harriet? 

Har. She fays, Sir, if the were a {tar you ſhovld be ſure” 
of her kindeit lalluence. 

Larve. How can I return this great honour you do me? 

Maur. Ah! what an animal! what a wretch! 

{.,ve. Row vallly am T obliged to you for theſe kind ſen- 
3 : 

Mar. I ſhall never be able to hold it out unleſs you keep 
him at a gicater diſtance. 

Love. yu ung.] I ſhall make them both keep their di- 
tance Madam, Hark *e, you Mr. Spendall, why don't you 
come and make this lady fome acknowledgment for the 
great honour the does your father? | 

Fred. My father has indeed, Madam, much reaſon to be 
vain of his choice: you will be donbtleis a very great ho- 
nour to our family; notwithftanding which I cannot dif- 
ſemble niy real ſentiments fo far as to counterfeit any joy 
on all have in the name of Son-in- law; nor can I help fay- 

„thut if it were in my power I believe I ſhould make no 
cd Ic of preventing the match. 

Mer. I believe it indeed: were they to aſk the leave of 
their chudren few parents would marry twice. 

Lov: Why, you illbred blockhead, is that the compli- 
ment you make your mother-in-law? 

Fred. Well Sr; fiace you will have me talk in another 
ſyle——Suffer in e, Mada am, to put myiclt in the place of my 
father; and bel; eve me when I ſwear to you I never faw 
wh one half fo charming; “that I can imagine no happi- 

* nelsequaltothuat of} plealing you" that to be called your 
Huſband would be to my cars a title more bleſt, more glo- 
rious „than that of the greateſt of princes. © The poſſe ſſion 
ot you 15 the molt valuable gift in the power of Fortune: 
* that is the lovely mark to which all ray ambition tends; 
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there 1s nothing which 1 am not capable af undertaking 
to attain ſo great a bleſling; all difficulties, when you 
* are the prize in purſuit » 

Love. Hold, hold, Sir! ſoftly if you pleaſe ! 

Fred. I am only laying a few civil things, Sir, for you 
to this lady. 

Love. Your humble ſervant Sir! I have a tongue to ſay 
civil things with myſelf: I have no necd of ſuch an inter- 

reter as you are ſweet Sir! 

Mar. If your father could not ſpeak better for himſelf 
than his ſon can for him I am afraid he would mcet with 
little ſucceſs. 

Love. 1 don't aſk you, ladies, to drink any wine before 
ſupper, leſt it thould {poil your {tomachs. 

Fred. T have taken the 1: berty to order ſome ſweetmeats 
vir, and tokay, in the next room: I hope the ladies will 
excuſe what is wanting. 

Mrs. IWiſe. [There was no neceſſity for ſuch a collecting 

Fred. is Mariana.) Did you ever lee, Madam, to fine a 
brilliant as that on my father's ſinger? 

Mar. It ſeems indeed to be a very tine one. 

Fred. You cannot judge ot it, Madam, unleſs you were 


to ſce it nearer. If you vill give me leave Sir. | 7 ates it 


from his 1 ither*s finger ond gives tt to Mariana. ] There is no 
eng a jewel wh tle it is on the finger. 

Mrs. IV. ee Mar. ] It is really a prodig gious fine one. 

+ red. pre venting Mariana, wv ho is going lo relurn it.] No, 
Madam, it is alrce dy in the beit hands. My facher, Madam, 
intends it as a prefent to you, therefore 1 hope you will 
CCoPL it. 

Lowe. Preſent! II 
Fred, ]s it not, Sir, your requeſt to this lady that ſhe 
would wear this bauble for your fake? 

Love. ts his fon. ] Is the devil in you ? 

Fred. He makes fi; zus to me that I would entreat vou to 
accept it. 

Mar. I ſhall not upon my word. 

+ red. He will not receive Tr ac ain. 

Love. I ſhall run ſtark ſtaring mad! 

War. I mult inſiit on returning it. 

Fred. It would be eruel in you to refuſe him; let me en- 
treat you, Madam, not to thock my poor father to ſuch a 
degree. 
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Mrs. Wife. It is illbreeding, child, to refuſe ſo often. 
Love. Oh, that thedevil would butfiy away withtins fellow! 
Fred. Sec, Madam, what agonics he is in leſt you thoutd 

return it It is not my fault dear Sir! I do all I can to 
revail with her—but ſte is vbſtinate For pity's take, 
ladam, keep it. 

Love. to his ſon.) Infernal villain! 

Fred. My father will never forgive me, Madam, unleſs 
I ſucceed: on my knees I cntreat you. 

Love. The cutthroat! 

Mrs. Wiſe. Daughter, I proteſt you make me aſhamed 
of you. Come, come, put up the ring, ſince Mr. Lovegold 
is ſo uneaſy about it. 

Mar. Your commands, Madam, always determine me, 
and I ſhall! refuſe no longer. 

Love. I ſhall be undoue ! I wiſh I was buried while I have 
one farthing left. 


$7 


Enter James. 
James. Sir, there is a man at the door who deſires to 
ſpeak with you. 
Lowe. Tell bim I am buſy bid him come another 
time—bid him leave his buſineſs with uu 
James. Mutt he leave the money he has brought with 


me Sir? [ Exit Ja Mes 


Love. No, no, ſtay—tell him I come this uſtant. U ak 
pardon ladies, I Il wait on you again immediately. | Exit. 

Fred. Will you pleate, ladies, to walk into the next room, 
and taſte the collation 1 was mentioning ? 

Mar. I have ate too much fruit already this afternoon. 

Mrs. Wiſe. Really, Sir, this is an unnueceilary trouble; 
but ſince the tokay is provided I will tatte one glaſs. 

Har. I'll wait on you Madam. 

 [Exeunt Drs. Wiſely and Harriet. 

Maur. That is a mighty pretty picture over the door 
Harriet; is it a family-piece my dear? I think it has a great 
deal of you in it; are not you generally thought very like 
It?!—Heyday! where is my mamma and your ſiſter gone? 

Fred. They thought, Madam, we miglit have ſome bu- 
ſineſs together, and ſo were willing to leave us alone. 

Maur. Did they ſo? but as we happen to have no buſi- 
neſs together we may as well ſoilow them. 


Fred. When a lover has no other obſtacles to ſurmount 


D 


— 8 * 5 
2 — - 
—_- 4 er 


Wo — — 


— 


38 THE Misr. As III. 


but thoſe his miſtreſs throws in his way ſhe 1s in the right 
not to become too eaſy a conqueſt ; but were you as kind 
as I could wiſh my father would itill prove a ſufficient bar 
to our happineſs, therefore it is a double cruelty in you, 

Mar. Our happineſs! how came your happineſs and 
mine to depend ſo on one anotherpray, ** when that of the 
„mother and ſon-in-law are uſually fo very oppoſite?“ 
Fred, This is keeping up the play behind the curtain, 
Your kindneſs to him comes from the ſame ſpring as your 

cruc! ty to me. 

Mar. Modeſt enough! then I ſuppoſe you think both 
fictitious, 

Fred. Faith, to be ſincere I do. Without arrogance, I 
think | have nothing in me fo deteſtable as ſhould make 
you deaf to all I fay, or blind to all I ſuffer. This 1 am 
certain, there is nothing in him ſo charming as to capti- 
vate a woman of your ſenſe in a moment. 

Mar. You are miſtaken Sir; money, money, the moſt 
charming of all things; money, which will ſay more in one 
moment than the moſt eloquent lover can in years. Per- 
haps you will fay a man is not young; I anſwer he is rich; 
he is not gentecl, handſome, witty, brave, goodhumour- 

ed; but he is rich, rich, rich, rich, rich that one word 
contradiQs every thing you can fay againſt him; and if 
you were to praile a perſon fora whole hour, and end with, 
But he is poor, you overthrow all you have ſaid ; for it bus 
long been an eſt: abli ſhed maxim, that he who is rich can 
have no vice, and he that is poor can have no virtue. 

Fred. Theſe principles are foreign to the real ſentiments 
of Mariana's heart. I vow, did you but know how il a 
counterfeit youare, how awkw ardly illnature ſits upon you, 
you'd never wear it. There is not one ſo abandoned but 
that the can alfect what is amiable better than you can 
© what is odious. Nature has painted in you the complexion 
* of virtue in ſuch lively colours, that nothing but what is 
« Jovely can ſuit you or appcar your own.” 

nter HaxRIET. 

Har. Ileft your mamma, Mariana, with Mr. Clerimont, 
who is ſhewing her ſome pictures in the gallery. Well, have 
you told him? 

Hur. Told him what? 

Har. Why, what you told me this afternoon, that you 
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Mar. I tell you I loved him Oh, barbarous falſehood ! 

Fred. Did you? could you fay fo? Oh, repeat it to my 
face, and make me ble ſo'd to that degree! 

Har. Repeat it to him, cann't you? How can you be 
ſo illnatured to conceal any thing from another which 
would make him happy to Know? 

Mur. The lie would choke me were I to ſay ſo. 

Har. Indeed, my dear! you have ſaid you hated him fo 
often that you need not fear that. But if ſhe will not dif- 
cover it to you herſelf, take my word for it, brother, ſhe 
is your own without any pollibility of lofing : ſhe is full as 
fond of you as you are of her. I hate this peeviſh, fooliſh, 
coyneſs in women, who will ſuffer a worthy lover to languiſh 
anddefpair, whea they need only put themſelves to the pain 
of telling truth to make him eaſy. 

Mar. Give me leave to tell yon, Miſs Harriet, this is a 
treatment I did not expect from you, el; pecially in Your 
own houſe, Madam. I did not imagine I was invited hither 
to be betrayed, and that you had cutered into a plot with 

our brother agatalt my reputation. 

Hur. We form a plot againſt your reputation! T with 
you could ſec, my dear! how prettily thefe airs become 
you—take my word tor it you would have no reaſon to be 
in love with vour fancy. 

Mar. I ſhow indeed have no reaſon to be in love with 
my fancy if it were k=ed where you have inſinuated it“ to 
« be placed.“ 

Har. If you have any reaſon, Madam, hs e aſnamed of 
your choice is from J-nying it. Us brother is ever 


— 
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way worthy of you Madam; aud give me leave totcll you, 
if | can prevent it you ſh all I not render him as r:d:culous 
to the Town as you have ſore other of vour admirers. 

Fred, Deut 5 ict | carry it no farther; you . ill ruin 
me for CVE with He r. 

Hur. Away! you do n. t know the ſex: her vanity will 
make you play Ke to] till the deſpiſes you, and then con- 
tempt will deſtroy! her allection for y Ou: It 15 a part 
ſe has often play cd. | 

Mur. Ian ohlivel to you however, l Madam, for the 
leſſon you have given me, how far T may depend on a wo- 
man's friendſlup: it will be my own fault if ever J am de- 
ceived hereafter, 

Har. My fricadihip, Madam, naturally cools when I 
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diſcover its objects leſs worthy than I imagined her. I can 
never have any violent eſteem for one who would make 
herſelf unhappy to make the perſon who dotes on her more 
ſo; the ridiculous cuſtom of the world is a poor excule for 
fuch a behaviour; and in my opinion the coquette who ſa- 
crilices the eaſe and reputation of as many as the is able to 
an Unatur'd vanity, is a more odious, I am ſure ſhe is a 
more p- rnfcton, creature than the wretch whom fondneſs 
betrays to make her lover happy at the expeuſe of herown 
reputation. 
Enter Mrs. WistLY and CLERNIM Nr. 

Mrs. Ii. Upon my word, Sir, you have a moſt ex- 
cellent taite for pictures. 

Mur. I can bear this no longer: if you had been baſe 
enough to have given up all friendſhip and honour, good- 
breed] ing ſhould have reftrained you from uſing me after 
this inhumane, cruel, eee d manner. 

Mie. Wife. Bleſs mechiid! what's the matter? 

Har. Let me entreat you, Mariana, not to expoſe your- 
ſelf; you have nothing to complain of on his fide, and 
therefore pray let tlie whole be a ſecret. 

Jar. & fecret! no Madam: the whole world ſhall 
know how I have been treated. I thank Heaven I have it 
in my power to be revenged ou you; and if I am not re- 


Freu. Sce, titer, ws s [ not in the right? did I not tell 
you vou would ruin me? and now you ; * done it. 

Hear, Courage! all will go well yet: you mult not be 
Siebes at a few ſtorms: theſe are only blaſts that carry 
a lover to his harbour. 

Enter LovFEGOLD. 

Love. I alk vour pardon; I have diſpatched my bufi- 
neſs with all poſlible haſtc. 

rs. Wiſe, 1 did not expect, Mr. Lovegold, when we 
were znvitedh ther that your children inte ads atlront us. 

{.5ve. Hus any one - affronted you Madam ? 

Are. Wife. Your children, Sir, have uſed my poor girl 
ſo ill that they have brought tears into her eyes. I can 
atture you we are not uſed to be treated in this manner. 


My daughter is of as good a family 


Love. Out of my hght audacious vile wretches! and 
let me never ſce you again, 


Fred. Sir, I 


10 
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Love, I won't hear a word, and I wiſh I may never hear 
vou more. Was ever ſuch 17padence ! to dare, after what 


1 have told ou 

Har. Come, brother, perhaps I may give you ſome 
comfort. 

Fred. I fear you have deſtroyed it tor ever. 

[ Exornt Frederick and Harriet. 

Love. How ſhall T make you amends for the rudenct3 
you have {r{tered ? Poor pretty creature! liad they ſtolen 
my purſe | would almolt as {Gon have pardoned them. 

"Mrs. Wi ;/c. The age is come to a fine paſs indeed is 
children are to control the wills of their parents. If L 
would have contented to a {econd match I would have been 
glad to fee a child of mine oppoſe it. 

Jade. Let us be married immediately my dear! and if 
after that they ever dare to oflend you they ſhall ſtay no 
longer under my roof. 

Ars. Wiſe * Look'e, Mariana, I know vour conſent 
« will appear a little ſudden, and not altogether conform 
« to thoſe nice rules of decorum of which I have been all 
« my ite fo ſtrict an obſerver, but this is ſo prudent a 
« match that the world will be apt to give you a diſpen- 
« ſation. When women ſeem too forward to run away 
„with idle young fellows the world is, as it ought to be, 
very {erere on them; but when they only conſult their 
&« intereſt in their contin though it be never fo quickly 
„given, we ſay La! who ſuſpc&cd i it? it was mighty pri- 
« vatcly carried on! 

Mur. I reſign myſelf entirely over to your will Ma- 
* dain, and am at your diſpoſal.” 

Mrs. Wiſe. Mr. Lovegold, my daughter is a little ſky 
on this oecaſion: you know your courtſhip has not been of 
any long date; but the has conſidered your great merit, 
aud I belicve I may venture to give you her conſent. 

Love. And ſhall 1? Hey! I begin to find myſelf the hap- 
pieſt man upon carth! Od! Madam, you ſhall be a graud- 
mother within theſe ten months —1 am a very young fellow. 

Mar. If you were five years younger 1 ſhould utterly 
deteſt YO, 

Lave. The very creature ſhe was deſeribed to be! No 
enc {ure ever fo luckily found a maſs of treafare as I have. 
My pretty iweet! if you will walk a few minutes in the 


D iij 


—_— 


. — yy Oy — — — — — _— a 


— 2 —— 


a — 2 e —— 
. —_— 


42 THE MISFR, A TI], 


garden I will wait on you; I mult give ſome neceſlary or- 
ders to my clerk. 

Mr. Wiſe. We ſhall expect you with impatience. 

[Exeun: Mariana and Mrs. Wiſely, 

Love. Clerimont, come hither: you ſee the diforder my 
houſe is like to be in this evening. I muſt truſt every thin 
to your care; ſee that matters be managed with as ſmall 
expenſe as poſſible. My extravagant fon has ſent for fruit, 
ſweetmeats, and tokay. Take care what is not eat or drank 
be returned to the tradeſpeople. If you can fave a bottle 
of the wine Jet that be ſent back too; and put up what is 
left, if part of a bottle, in a pint: that I will keep for my 
own drinking when I am fick. Be ſure that the fervants of 
my gueſts be not a{ked to come farther than the hall, for 
fear ſome of mine ſhould aſk them to cat. I truſt every 
thing to you. 

Cler. I ſhall take all the care poſſible Sir: but there is 
one thing in this entertainment of your's wiuch gives me 
inexpreſible pain. 

Lovr. What is that prithee ? 

tr. That is, the cauſe of it. Give me leave, Sir, to be 
free on this occaſion. I am forry a man of your years and 
prudence ſhould be prevailed on to ſo indiſcreet an action 
as I fear this marriage will be called. 

Love. I know the has not quite ſo great a fortune as I 
might expect. 

Cher. Has the any fortune Sir? 


Love. Oh, yes, yes; I have been very well aſſured that 


her mother is in very good circumilances, and you know 
ſhe is her only daughter. Beſides, ſhe has ſeveral qualities 
which will ſave a fortune; “ and a penny ſaved is a penny 
« cot. Since I find I have great occaſion for a wife, I might 
have ſcarched all over tlus Town and not have got one 
« cheaper.“ | 

Cer. Sure you are in a dream Sir; ſhe ſave a fortune! 

Love. In the article of a table at leaſt two huadied 
pounds a-year. 

Cler. Sure, Sir, you do not know 

{.ove. In clothes two hundred more 


Cler. There 1s not, Sir, in the whole Town —— 
Love. In jewels one hundred; play five hundred: theſe 
have been all proved to me; beſides all that her mother is 
worth. In ſhort, I have made a very prudent choice, 
Cler. Do but hcar me Sir. 


— 
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Love. Take a particular care of the family my good boy. 
Pray, let there be nothing walted. [ Exit Love. 

C. How vainly do we ſpend our breath while paſſion 
ſhuts the cars of thoſe we talk to.“ I thought it impoſ- 
« ſihle for any thing to have ſurmounted his avarice ; but I 
« find there is one little paſhon which reigns triumphant 
« jn every mind it creeps into, and whether a man be co- 
&« vetous, proud, or cowardly, it is in the power of woman 
te tomake him liberal, humble, and brave.“ Sure this young 
lady will not let her fury carry her into the arms of a wretclh 
ſhe deſpiſes; but as ſhe is a coquette there is no anſwering; 
for any of her actions.“ I will haſten to acquaint Frede- 
&« rick with what I have heard. Poor man! how little ſa- 
& tisfaction he finds in his miſtreſs compared to what I 
meet in Harriet! Love to him is miſery, to me perfect 
« happineis. Women are always one or the other; they 
« are never indifferent. 


« Whoever takes for hetter and for worſe 
« Meets with the greateſt bleſſing or the greateſt curſe,” ¶ Exit. 


ACT IV. 
Scene, a fall in Lovegold's houſe. 


FakDpERICK and RAmiLllt. 


| FrenerICK. 
How ! Lappet my enemy! and can ſhe attempt to for- 
ward Mariana's marriage with father? 

Ram. Sir, upon my honour it is true: ſhe told it me in 
the higheſt confidence; a truſt, Sir, which nothing but the 
inviolable friendihip I have for you could have prevailed 
with me to have broken. 

Fred. Sir, I am your moſt humble ſervant ; I am inſi- 
nitely obliged to your friendſhip. 

Ram. Oh Sir! but really I did withſtand pretty conſi- 
derahle offers: for, would you think it Sir? the jade had 
the impudence to attempt to engage me too in the affair, 
I believe, Sir, you would have been pleaſed to have heard 
the anſwer I gave her: Madam, fays I, do you think if I 
had no more honour I ſhould have no greater regard to my 
intereſt? It is my intereſt, Madam, fays I, to be honeſt ; 
for my maſter is a man of that generoſity, that liberality, 
that bounty, that I am ſure he will never ſuffer any ſervant 
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of his to be a loſer by being true to him. No, no, ſays I, 
jet him alone for rewarding a ſervant when he 1s but once 
aſſured of his fidelity. 

Fred. No demands now Ramilie; I ſhall find a time to 
reward you. 

Ram. That was what I told her Sir. Do you think, ſaysT, 
that this old raſcal, (I aſk yourpardon Sir) that this hunks, 
my maſter's father, will live for ever? And then, ſays I, do 
you think my maſter will not remember his old friends? 

Fred. Well; but, dear Sir, let us have no more of your 
rhetorick—go and fetch Lappet hither; II try if I caun't 
bring her over. | 

Ram. Bring her over! a fig for her Sir! I have à plot 
worth fifty of your's. I'll blow her up with your father: 
I'll make him believe juſt the contrary of every word the 
has told him. 

Fred. Can you do that? 

Ram. Never fear it Sir; I warrant my lies keep even 
pace with her's. But, Sir, I have another plot; I don't 
queſtion but before you ſleep I ſhall put you in poſſeſſion 
of ſome thouſands of your father's money. 

Fred. He has done all in his power to provoke me to it; 
but I am afraid that will be carrying the jeſt too far. 

Ram. Sir, Iwill undertake to make it out that robbing 
him is adownright meritorious act. Beſides, Sir, if you have 
any qualms of conſcience you may return it him again: your 
having poſſeſſion of it will bring him to any terms. 

Fred. Well, well, I believe there is little danger of thy 
ſtealing any thing from him; ſo about the firſt affair; it is 
that only which cauſes my preſent pain. 

Ram. Fear nothing, Sir, whilit Ramilie is your friend. 

[ Exit. 
Enter CLrRIMONT. 


Fred. If impudence can give a title to ſucceſs I am ſure 


thou haſt a good one. 

Cer. Oh Frederick! I have been looking you all over 
the houſe. I have news for you which will give me pain to 
diſcover, tho? it is neceſſary you ſhould know it. In ſhort, 
Mariana has determincd to marry your father this evening. 

Fred. How! oh Clerimont! is it poſſible? curſed be the 
politicks of my ſiſter! ſhe is the innocent occation of this. 
And can Mariana, from a pique to her, throw herſelf away? 
Dear Clerimont! give me ſome advice; think on ſome me- 
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thod by which I may prevent, at leaft defer, this match ; 


for that moment which gives her to my father will ſtrike 
a thouſand daggers in my heart. 

Cler. Would I could adviſe you! Rut here comes one whe 
is more likely to invent ſome means for your deliverance. 

Fred. Ha! Lappet. 

Enter Laepert. 

Lap. Heyday ! Mr. Frederick, you ftand with your 
arms acroſs, and look as melancholy as if there was a fu- 
neral going on in the houſe inſtead of a wedding. 

Fred. This wedding, Madam, will prove the occaſion 
of my funcra] ; I am obliged to you for being iuſtrumen- 
tal to if. 

Lap. Why, truly, if you confider the cafe rightly I 
think you are: it will be much more to your intereſt to— 

Fred. Miitreſs, undo immediately what you have done, 
prevent this match which you have forwarded, or by all 
the devils which inhabit that heart of your's 

Lap. For Heaven's ſake Sir! you do not intend to 
« kill me? 

Fred. What could drive your villany to attempt to 
« rob me of the woman I dote on more than life? what 


could urge thee, when I truſted thee with my paſſion, 


* when I have paid the molt extravagant uſury for money 
to bribe thee to be my friend, what could ſway thee to 
® betray me? 

Lap. As I hope to be ſav'd Sir, whateverThave done 
. * was intended for your fervice. 

Fred. It is in vain to deny it; I know thou haſt uſed 
* thy utmott art to perſuade my father into this match. 

Lap. If I did Sir, it was all with a view town ds your 
* intereſt; if I have done any thing to prevent your ha- 
* ving her, it was becauſe I thought you would do better 
* without her. . 

Fred. Wouldſt thou to ſave my life tear out my heart ? 
* and doſt thou like an impudent inquiſitor, whillt thou 
art deſtroying me aſſert it is for my own ſake ??? 

Lap. Be but appeas'd Sir, and let me recover ont of 
this terrible tright you have put me into, and I will en- 
gage to make you caſy yet. 

Cler. Dear Frederick ! adjourn your anger for a while 
at leaſt : I am ſure Mrs. Lappet is not your enemy in her 
heart; and whatever ſhe has donc, if it has not been for 


46 THE MISER. Aa TV 


your ſake, this Idare confidently affirm it has been for her 
% un: and I have ſo good an opinion of her, that the mo- 
ment you ſhew her it will be more her intereſt to ſerve you 
than to oppoſe you you may be ſecure of her friendſhip, 

Fred. But has the not already carried it beyond retrieval? 

Lap. Alas Sir! I never did any thing yet lo effectually 
but that I have been capable of undoing it; nor have I 
ever ſaid any thing fo politively but that I have beeu able 
as poſitively to unſay it again. As for truth, I have ne- 
glected it fo long that I often forget which tid- of the 
gueition it is of: beſides, I look on it to be fo very inſig. 
nificant towards ſucceſs, that I am indifterent whether it 
is for me or againfl me. 

Fred. Let me entreat you, dear Madam! to loſe no time 
in informing us of your many excellent qualities; but con- 
ſider how very precious our time is, fince te marriage ii 
intended this very evening. 

Lap. That cannot be. 

Cler. My own cars were witneſſes to her conſent. 

Lap. That indeed may be but for the marriage it 
cannot be, nor it ſhall not be. 

Fred. How! how will you prevent it? 

Lab. By an infallible rule I have. But Sir, Mr. Cleri- 
mont was mentioning a certain little word called Intereſt 
juſt now. I ſhould not repeat it to you Sir, but that really 
one goes about a thing with ſo much better a will, and 
one has fo much better luck in it tov, when one has got 
fome little matter by it. 

Fred. Here, take all the money I have in my pocket, and 
on my marriage with Mariana thou ſhalt have fifty more. 

Lap. That is enough Sir; if they were half married al- 
ready I would unmarry them again. I am impatient till I 
am ahunt it.— Ob, there is nothing like gold to quicken 


a vioman's capacity! [ Exit, 
Fred. Doſt thou think I may place any confidence in 
what this woman ſays? | 
Cler. Faith I think fo. Thave told you how dexterouſly 
ſhe managed my affairs. I have ſeen ſuch proofs of her ca- 
pacity that I am much caſier on your account than I was. 
Fred. My own heart is ſomething lighter too. Oh Cle- 
rimont! how dcarly do we buy all the joys which we re- 
ceive from women! 
Chr. * Acoquette's lover generally pays very ſeverely 
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« jndeed : his game is ſure to lead him a long chaſe, and 
« if he catches her at laſt ſhe is hardly worth carrying 
« ho-e— You will excuſe me. 

Fred. * It docs not affect me, for what appears a co- 
« quettc in Mariana is rather the effect of ſpri; htlineſs and 
« youth than any tixed habit of mind; ſhe has good ſcuſe 
« and good- nature at the bottom. 

Cler. „It the has good- nature it is at the bottom in- 
« deed, for I think ſhe has never diſcovered any to you. 

Fred.“ Women of her beauty and merit have tuch a 
variety of admirers that they are ſhocked to think of 
« giving up all the reſt by fixing on one. Beſides, fo many 
« pretty gentlemen are continually attending them, and 
« whiſpering foft things in their cars, who think all their 
« ſervices well repaid by a courtety or a ſmile, that they 
«are ſtartled, and think a lover a molt unreafonable crea» 
« ture who can imagine he merits their whole perſon. 

Cler. They are of all people my averſion; they are a 
« ſort of ſpanicls, who tho? they have no chance of running 
« down the hare themſelves often ſpoil the chaſe. IL have 
& known one of theſe fellows purſue half the tine women 
in Ton without any other defign thanof enjoying them 
«all in the arms of a ſtrumpet. It is pleaſant enongh to 
«fee them watching the eyes of a woman of quality half 
an hour to get an opportunity of making a bow to her. 

Fred. Winch ſhe often returns with a ſmile, or ſome 
more extraordinary mark of affection, from a chantable 
t deſin of giving pain to her real admirer, who tho” he 
cann't be jealous of the animal is concern'd to fee her 
«* condeicend to take notice of him. 

& Fnicr HAKRIET. 


Har. ** ] ſuppoſe, brother, you have heard of my good 


L father's economy, that he has reſolv'd to join two en- 


* tertainments in one and prevent giving an extraordi- 
© nary wedding-ſupper. 
Fred.“ Yes, I have heard it, and T hope have taken 


© meaſures to prevent it. 


Har.“ Why, did you believe it then? 
Fred. ** I think I had no longer room to doubt. 


Har. „ I would not believe it if I were to fee them in 
Ched together, 


Fred. Peaven forbid it! 


Har, * So ſay I too; Heaven forbid I ſhould have ſuch 
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« a mother-in-law! but I think if ſhe were wedded into 
« any other family you would have no reaſon to lament 
* the loſs of ſo conſtant a miſtreſs. 

Fred. Dear Harriet! indulge my weakneſs. 

Har. *I will indulge your weakneſs with all my heart 
« — but the men ought not; for they are ſuch lovers ag 
„ou who ſpoil the women.—Come, if you will bring 
„Mr. Clerimont into my apartment I'II give you a diſh 
* of tea, and you ſhall have ſome ſal volatile in it, tho” you 
© have no real cauſe for any depreſſion of your ſpirits, for 
I dare ſwear your miſtreſs is very ſafe; and I am ſure 
« if the were to be loſt in the manner you apprehend ſhe 
© would be the belt loſs you ever had in your life. 

Cler. Oh Frederick ! if your miſtreſs were but equal 
4 to your fitter you might well be called the happieſt of 
% mankind.” [ Exeunt, 

Enter MARIAN A ALA ET. 

Lab. Ha, ha, ha! and ſo you have perſuaded the old 
lady that you really intend to have him? 

Mar. I tell you I do really intend to have him. 

Lap. Have him! ha, ha, ha! tor what du you intendto 
have him? 

Mar. Have I not told you already that I will marry him? 

Lap. Indeed you will not. 

Mur. How, Mrs. Impertinence, has your miſtreſs told 
you ſo? and did the ſend you hut her to perluade ne againk 
the match? 

Lap. What thould you marry him for? As for his riches, 
you might as well think of going hungry to a hae cuter- 
tainment where you were ſure of not being ſuſfered to eat: 
the very income of your own fortune will be more than 


he will allow you. Adicu fine clothes, operas, plays, aſſem | 


blies; aden dear quadrilie And to what have you ſaen- 
ficed all tlicie not to a huſband for whatever you make 
of him you will never mae a huſband of him Im ſure. 

Mar. This is a liberty, Madam, I ſha!l not allow you; 
if you intend to [tay in this Louſe you Huſt leave off theſe 
pretty airs you have lately given yourfelf.— Remember 
you are a ſervant here, and not the miſtreſs, as you hae 
been ſuſſered to affect. 

Lap. You may lay aſide your airs too, good Madam! 
if you come to that, for | ihail not deſire to ſtay in this 
houſe when you arc the miſtreſs of it. 
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Afar. It will be prudent in you not to put on your uſual 
inſolence to me, for if you do your malter ſhall puniſh you 
for it. 

Lap. I have one comfort, hie will not be able to puniſh 
me half ſo much as he will you; the worlt he can do to 
me is to turn me out of the houle—but you he can keep 
in it. Wife to an old fellow! faugh! 

Mar. If Mits Harriet ſent you on this errand you may 
return and tell her her wit is ſhallower than I imagincd 
it—aad fince ſhe has no more experience I belicve I ſhall 
ſcud my daughter-in-law to ſchool again. [ Exit. 

Lap. Hum! you will have a ſchoolmaſter at home. 1 
begin to doubt whether this ſweet- -temper'd creature will 
not marry in ſpite at laſt. I have one project more to pre- 
vent her, and that I will about inſtantly. [ Exit. 


SCENE, the garden. 


Euter Lovr O and Mrs. WistLy. 

Love. Icannot be caſy; I muſt ſettle ſomething upon her. 

Mrs. Wife. Believe me, Mr. Lovegold, it is unneceſſary; 
when you die you w:illeave your wife very well provided for. 

La ve. Indeed I have known fevers] lawfuite happen on 
theſe accounts; and ſometimes the whole has been thrown 
away in diſputing to whic!i party it belonged. I ſhall not 
ſleep in my grave while a fet of villanous lawyers are di- 
viding the little money I have among them. 

Ars. Wiſe, 1 know this old tool is fond enough now to 
come to any terms; but it is ill truſting him: violent pai- 


| ions can never laſt long at his cars. [ Afede. 


Love. What are you conlidering ? 

Mrs. Miſe. Mr. Lovegold, I am ſure, knows the world 
too well to have the worle opinion of any women from her 
prudence ; therefore I mult tell you this delay of the match 
docs not at all pleaſe me: it ſeems to argue your inclina- 
tion abated, and fo it is better to let the treaty end here. 
My daughter hag a very good offer now, which were lhe 
to refuſe on your account the would make a very ridicu- 
lous figure in the world after you had left her. 

Love. Alas, Madam! I love her better than any thing 
almoſt upon the face of the earth: this delay is to ſecure 
her a good jointure : I am not worth the money the world 
lays; 1 am not indeed. 
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Mre. Wife. Well Sir, then there cu ! e no ha m, for the 
ſatislaction both of her mind and mine, in your fig ning a 
{mall contract, which can be prepared immediately. 

Love. V hat ſgnines ſigning Madam? 

Mrs. . I tee, Sir, you don't care for it, ſo there is 
no harm done: and really this other is fo very advauta- 
geous an offer that 1 don't know whether I ſtall not be 
Þlam'd for refuſing him on any account. 

Love. Nav, but be not in hatte; ; what would you have 
me ſign? 

Ire. Wiſe. Only to perform your promiſe of marriage. 

Love. Well, well, let your lawyer draw it up then, and 
mane ſhall look it over. 

Ars. Wife. I believe my lawyer is in the houſe; I'll go 
to him and get it done inſtantly, and then we will give 
this gentleman a final anſwer, I ature you he is a very ad- 
vantageous offer. [ Exit, 

Love. As I intend to marry this girl there can be no 
harm in ſigning the contract: her lawyer draws it up, fo 
I ſhall be at no expenſe, for I can get mine to look it over 
for nothing. I ſhould have done very wiſely indeed to have 
entitled her to a third of my fortune, whercas I will not 
make her jointure above a tenth ! I protell it is with ſome 
difficulty that I have prevailed with mylelt to put off the 
match: I am more in love I find than I ſuſpected. 

Enter LArrEr. 

Lap. Oh, unhappy miſerable creature that Iam! what 
ſhall I do? whither thall I go ? 

Love. What's the matter Lappet ? 

Lap. To have been innocent]y aſſiſting in betraying ſo 
good a man! ſo good a maſter! io good a friend! 

Love. Lappet, I fay. 

Lap. I ſhall never forgive myſelf; I ſhall never outlive 
it; I ſhall never cat, drink, fleep—— [ Runs againſt him. 

Love. One would think you were walking in your ſleep 


now. What can be the mcaning of this? 


Lap. Oh Sir you are undone Sir! and I am undone! 

Love. How ! what! has any one robb'd me? have I luit 
any thing ? 

Zap. No Sir; but you have got ſomething. 

Love. What ? what? 

Lap. A wife Sir. 

Love. No, I have not yet but hy 
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Lab. How Sir! are you not married? 

Lore. No. - 

Lap. That is the happicit word I ever heard come out 
of your mouth. 

Love. I have, for ſome particular reaſons, put off the 
match tor a few days. 

Lap. Yes Sir; and for ſome particular reaſons you ſhall 
put olf the match for a tew years. 

Love, What do vou lay ? 

Zap. Oh Sir ! this affair has almoſt determined me ne- 
ver to engage in matrimonial matters again, 1 have been 
fncly deceived in this lady! I told you, Sir, the had an 
eſtate in a certain country ; but I und it is all a cheat Sir; 
the devil of any eſtate has ſhe ! 

_ r. How! not any citate at all! how can ſhe live then? 

Lat. Nay Sir, Heaven knows how half the people in 
this 1 own live. 

Love, However. it is an excelent good quality in a wo- 
man to be able to lire without an eftate. She that can 
make ſomethin; ont of nothin will make a little go a 
great way. I am ſorry ſac has no fortune; but conhder- 
ing all her faving N ies Lappet—— 

Lap, All an igpoſitlon Sir; 3 ſhe is the moſt c xtra agant 
wrotch UPON ca. th, 

Love. How! how! extravagant? 

Tap. I tell you, Sir, the isdownrightextravagance itſelf. 

Love. Can it be poflible after what you told me ? 

Lap.“ Alas, Sir! that was only a cloak thrown over 
« her real inclinations.” 


Love, How was it poſſble for you to he deceived in her? 


Lap. Alas, Sir! the would have deceived any one upon 
earth, even you yourtelf ; for, Sir, during a whole forts 
night, fince you have bcen in love with her, ſhe has made 
it her whole buſineſs to conceal her extravagance aud ap- 
pear thrifty. 

Love. That is a good fign tho* Lappet, let me tell you 
that is a good figa; right habits as well as wrong are got 
by affecting them: ard ſhe-who-could be thrifty a whole 
furtnight gives lively hopes that ſie may be brought to be 
ſo as long as ſhe a lives. 

Lab. She loves play to diſtraction it is the only viſible 
way in the world the has of a living. 

Love. She muſt win then Lappet; and play, when people 
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play the beft of the game, is no fuch very bad thing. Be. 
ſides, as ſhe plays only to ſupport herlelf, when ſhe can be 
ſupported without it ſhe may leave it off. 

Lap, To ſupport her extravagance, in dreſs particular. 
ly; v ;by , don't you ſee, Sir, the is dreſs'd out to-day like 
a Pi incets ? 

Love. It may be an effe& of prudence in a young wo- 
man to dreſs in order to get a huſband ; and as that is ap- 
parently her motive, when the is mar ed that motive ceaſes: 


and to ſay the truth the is in diſcourſe a very prudent young 


woman. 

Lap. Think of her extravagance. 

Love. A woman of the greateſt modeſty. 

Lap. And extravagance. 

Love. She has really a very fine ſet of teeth. 

Lap. She will have all the tceth out of your head, 

Love. I never ſaw finer eycs. 

Lab. She will eat you out of houſe and home. 

Love. Charming hair. 

Lap. She will ruin you. 

Love. Sweet kiſling lips, ſwelling breaſts, and the ſineſt 
ſhape that ever was embraced. [ Catching Lap. in his arms. 

Lap. Oh Sir! I am not the lady—Was ever ſuch an 
eld goat!—— Well Sir, I ſee you are determin'd on the 
match, and ſo I deſire you would pay me my wages. I can- 
not bear to ſee the ruin of a family in w /hich I have lived 
ſo long that I have contracted as great a friendſhip for it 
as if it was my own : I cann't bear to fee walte, riot, and 
extravagance z to fee all the wealth a poor honeſt indu- 
ſtrious gentleman has been raiſing all his lifetime quan- 
dered away in a year or two in tcalts, balls, muſick, cards, 
clothes, jew els—It would break my heart to ſee my poor 
old maſter eat out by a ſet of ſingers, ſiddlers, milliners, 
mantuamakers, mercers, toymen, jewellers, fops, cheats, 
rakes to fee his guincas fly about like duſt, all his 
ready money paid in one morning to one tradeſmari, his 
whole ſtock in the funds ſpent in one half year, all his 
land ſwallowed down in another, all his d gold, navy, 
the very plate which he has had in his family time out of 
mind, which has deſcended from father to ſon ever ſince 
the flood, to ſee even that diſpoſed of.” What will they 
have next I wonder, when they have had all that he 38 
worth in the world, aud left the poor old man without any 
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thing to furniſh his old age with the necefſaries of life — 
Will they be contented then? or will they tear out his 
bowels and eat them too! | Both burft into tears. ] The laws 
are cruel to put it in the power of a wife to rum her huf- 
band in this manner—And will any one tell me that ſuch 
a woman as this is handſome !— What are a pair of ſhi- 
ning eyes, when they muſt be bought with the loſs of all 
one's ſhining old gold? 

Love. Oh, my poor old gold! 

Lap. Perhaps ſhe has a line ſet of teeth. : 

Love. My poor plate, that I have hoarded with fo much 
care ! 

Lap. Or I'll grant ſhe may have a moſt beautiful ſhape. 

[.5ve, My dear lands and tenements! 

Lag. What are the roſes on her cheeks, or lilies in her 
neck? 

Love. My poor India bonds, bearing at leaſt three and 
a half per cent 

Lap. A line excuſe indeed when a man is ruined by his. 
wife to tell us he has married a beauty! 

Huter Lawyer. 

Law. Sir, the contract is ready ; my client has ſent for 
the counſel on the other tide, and he is now below cxa- 
miniug it. 

Love. Get you cut of my doors you villain! you and 
your elient too; II contract you with a pox! 

Law. Heyday ! ſure you are non comps mentn. 

Love. No firrah; I had like to have been nor comps 
mentis, but I have had the good-luck to cicape it. Go and 
tell your client Iuhasve difcovercd her: bid her take her ad- 
rantageous voter, for I ſhall ſign no contracts. 

Law, This is the ſtrangeſt thing I have met with in my 
whole courſe of practice. 

Love. I am very much obliged to you Lappet; indeed 
Tam very much obliged to you. 

Lab. Lam fare, Sir, I have a very great ſatisfaction in. 
ſerving you, and 1 hope you will conſider of that little af- 
fair that | mentioned to you to-day about my lawſuit. 

Love. I am very much obliged to you. 

Lap. Ihope, Sir, you won't ſuffer me to be ruined when: 
I have preſerved you from it. 

Love. Hex! [ Appearing deaf. 
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Jab. You know, Sir, that in Weſtminſter-hall money 

and right are always on the fame ſide. 

Love. Ay, fo they are; very true, fotheyare ; and there. 
fore no one can take too much care of his money. 

Lap. The ſmalleſt matter of money, Sir, would do me 
an infinite ſervice. 

Love. Hey ! what ? 

Lap. A imall matter of money, Sir, would do me a 
great kindneſs. 

Love. Oho! I have a very great kindneſs for you; in- 
deed I have a very great kindneſs for you. 

Lap. Pox take your Kindneſs I- I'm only lofing time; 
there's nothing to be got out of him; ſo I'l] even to Fre- 
derick, and ſee what the report of my fucceſs will do there, 
Ah, would I were married to thee myſelf! [ Exit, 

Love. What a prodigious eſcape have I had! I caunot 
look at the precipice without being giddy. 

Enter Rawinit. 

Love. Wha is that? Oh, is it you firrah? how dare you 
enter within theſe walls? 

Ram. Truly, Sir, I can ſcarecly reconcile it to myſelf: I 
think after what has happened you have no great title to 
my friendſhip: but I don't know how 1t is Sir, there is 
ſomething or other about you winch Rrangely engages mp 
affections, and which, together with the friendſhip I have 
for your ſon, won't let me ſuſfer you to be impoſed upon; 
and to prevent that, Sir, is the whole and ſole occaſion of my 
coming within your doors. Did not a certain lady, Sir, 
called Mrs. Lappet, depart from you juſt now? 

Love. What if ſhe did firrah ? 

Ram. Has the not, Sir, bcen talking to you about a 
young lady whoſe name 1s Mariana? 

Love, Well, and what then? 

Ram. Why then, Sir, cvery ſingle ſyllable ſhe has told 
you has been neither more nor leſs than a molt confounded 
he, as is indeed every word the ſays; for I don't believe, 
upon a modeſt calculation, ſhe has told x truths ſince ſhe 
has been in the houſe. She is made vp of lies: her father was 
an attorney, and her mother was chambermaid to a maid of _ 
honour : the ſirſt word ſhe ſpoke was a lie, and fo will be the 
laſt. I know ſhe has pretended a great aſſection for you, 
that's one lie, and every thing fic has ſaid of Mariana is 
another. 
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Love. How! how! are you ſure of this? 

Ram. Why, Sir, ſhe and I laid the plot together; that 
one time inde ed 1 mylelf was forced to deviate a little from 
the truti, but it was with a good deſign; the jade pretended 
to me that it was out of friendſhip to my maſter; that it 
was becauſe ſhe thought ſuch a match would not be at all 
to his intereſt ; but alas, Sir! I know her fricad{bip begins 
and ends at home, “ and that ſhe has friendſhip for no per- 
& fon living but herſelf,” Why, Sir, do but look at Ma- 
riana Hir, and {ce whether you can think her ſuch a fort of 
woman as the has deſcribed her to you. 

Lov . Indeed ſhe has appeared to me always in a diffe- 
rent licht. 1 do believe what you fay. This jade has beea 
bribed by my children to impoſe upon me. I forgive thee 

all that thou haſt done for this one ſervice. 1 will go and 
* all that I faid tothe lawyer, and put an end to every 
tung this moment. I knew 1t was 1mpoſlible ſhe could 
be ſuch a ſort of a woman. [ Exit. 

Ram. And I will go find out my matter, make him the 
happietl of mankind, ſqueeze his pur [Cy and then get drunk 
for the honour of all party coloured politicians. 


SCE N Ly the Ball. 


Enter Far DpꝗENIcR and LAPPET. 

Fred. Excellent Lappet! I ſhall never think I have ſuf- 
ſiciently rewarded you for what you have done. 

J. af. Ihave only done half the buſin; oſs yet: I have, Ibe- 
lieve, <(ſectually broke offtke match with your father. Now, 
Sir, 1 all make up the matter between you and her. 

Fred. Do but that, dear girl! and I'll coin myſelf into 
guincas. 

J. ah. Keep yourſelf for your lady Sir; ſhe will take all 
that tort of coin I warrant her: as for me, I ſhall be much 
more caſily contented. 

Fred. But what hopes cauſt thou have? for I, alas! fee 
none. 

Lab. Oh Sir! it is more caſy to make half-a-dozen 

matches than to break cnc, and 10 ſay the truth it is an 
ollice I myſelf like better. There 1s ſo mething methinks 
ſopretty in bringing y young Peg] e togetlier that are fond 


& of one ano ther, [ proteſt, Sir, y ouy 1 be a mighty hand- 
© {ome couple. IO. fond yo a will be of a little girl the 
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« exact picture of her mother! and how fond will ſhe be 
1 of a boy to put her in mind of his father! 

Fred. % Death! you jade, you have fired my imagina- 
* $z00.”” 

Lap. But methinks I want to have the hurricane begin 
hugely; I am ſurpriſed they are not all together by the 
cars alrcady. 

Enter Ramitie. 

Ram. Oh, Madam, [ little expected to have found you 
and my maſter together after what has happened; I did 
not think you had bad the aſſurance 

Fred. Peace, Ramilie! all is well, and Lappet is the 
beſt friend J have in the world. 

Ram. Yes Sir, all is well indeed; no thanks to her: 


& happy is the maſter that has a good ſervant 3 a good 


& ſervant 1s certainly the greateſt treaſure in this world: 
„ have done your buſineſs ſor you Sir; I have fruitra- 
{© ted all ſhe has been doing, deny'd all ſhe has been tell- 
ho ing him:“ 1a ſhort, Sir, I Faber ed her ladyſhip in a long 
conference with the old gentleman, mightily to Your in- 
as You may imagine; no ſooner was ſhe gone than I 
teps in and made the ald gentleman believe every fingle 
ſyllable ſhe had told him to b ea moiſt conſounded lie, and 
away he is gone, fully determined to put an endto the affair. 
Lap. And fign the contract: fo now, Sir, you are ruined 
without reprieve. 
Fred. Death and damnation ! fool! villain ! 
Ram. Heydey! what is the meaning of this? have. I 
done any more than you commanded me ? 
Fred. Nothing but my curſed ſtars could have contrived 
ſo damned an accident. 
Ram.Y ou cannot blame me, Sir, whatever has happened. 
Fred. I don't blame you Sir, nor myſelf, nor any one. 
Fortune has marked me out for miſery : but I will be no 
longer idle: ſince I am to be ruined I' mect my deſtrue- 
tion. LE xits 
[ They and Same time in ſlence lonbing at each other. 
Lap. I give you joy Sir of the ſucceſs of your negoti- 
ation: you have approved yourſelf a moſt able perſon 
truly; and I dare ſwear when your {kill is once known you 
will not want employment, 
Nam. Do not triumpb, good Mrs. Lappet! a politician 
1 ä 
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may make a blunder; I am ſure no one can avoid it that 
is employed with vou, for you change hdes fo often that 
t is impollible to tell at any time which lle you are on. 

La}. And pray, Sir, what was the occ aſion of betrayin g 
me to your maſter, for he has told me all: 

Ram. Conſcience, conſcience! Mrs. Lappet, the great 

wide of all my actions: I could not find in my heart to 
let hin loſe his miſtreſs. 

Lat. Your maſter is very much obliged to you indeed, 
to Joſe your own in order to preſerve A is. From h cuce- 
forth 1 forbid all your addreites, I d:ifown all obligations, 
I revoke all promiſes; henceforth I would adviſc you ne— 
rer to open your lips to me, for if you do it will be in 
vain; I ſhall be deat to all your little, falſe, mean, trea- 
cherous, baſe, inſinuations. I would have you know Sir, 
a roman in jured as I am never can, nor our, it, to fo rive. 
Never fee my farce again. [ait 6 

Ram. Huh! now would ſome lovers think themſclves 
very unkappy; but I, who have had experience in the ſex, 
am never frighteued at the frowns of a mitireſs, nor ra- 
iſhed with her ſmiles; they both naturally ſucceed one 
another; and a woman generally is as ſureto perform what 
ſhe threatens as the is what ſhe rp But now I ll to 
my lurking place. I'm ture this old rogue has money hid 
in the garden; - if I can but diſcover it I ſhall handſorae ly 
quit all ſcores with the old gentler ian, and make my mail er 
a ſufficient return for the loſs of his millreſs. DLExi 


SCEN E, ARG ther a Martmciit. 


Fexrmrarck, Mrs. Wisi, and MartaxA4A. 

Fred. No, Madam, I have no words to upbra'd vou 
with, nor ha!! I attem pt it. 

Ars. I:;/-. I think, Sir, a reſpect to your Fate r ſhould 
keep you now within the rules of dec ency; as for my 
daughter, after what has happened I think the cannot ex- 
pect it on any other CARP F Ur 

Mar. Dear Mamma! don't be fertous, when I dare fay 
Mr. Frederick is in jeſt. 

Fred. This exceeds all vou have done; to infult the per- 
loa you h1ve made miſerable is more crucl than having 
nad eh 10 

Mar. Con e, come, you may not be ſo miſerable as you 
apc. I know the word Mother-in-law has a terrible 
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ſound ; but perhaps I may make a better than you imagine, 
1 me you will ice a change in this houſe which will 


not bedifagreeabletoa man of Mr. Frederick's gay temper, 


Fred. All changes to me are hencetorth equal. When 
Fortune robbed me of you the made her utmoll effort; l 
now deſpiſe all in her power. 

Ars. "WW; {/e, J muſt infiſt, Sir, on your behaving in a dif. 
ferent manner to my daughter: the world is apt to be cen. 
ſorious. Oh Heavens! I thudder at the apprehentions of 
having a reflection caſt on my tamily, which has hitherto 
pali:d unblemiſhed. 

Fred. I ſhall take care, Madam, to ſhun any poſſibility 
of giving you ſuch a fear, for from this night I never will 
behol thoſe dear thoſe fatal eyes again. 

Mar.“ Nay, that I am ſure will caſt a reflection on me: 
cc what a perſon will the word think me to be when you 
46 2 act live with me? 

Fred. ** Live with you! oh Mariana! thoſe words brin 
h ek a thouſand tender ideas to my mind. Oh, had that 
« hega my bleijed fortune! 

ire. Ii. ** Let me beg, Sir, you would keep a greater 
4% j;;/tance. The young fellows of this age are fo rampant 
« that even degrees of kindred cannot reſtrain them.“ 

Fred. There are yet no ſuch degrees between us —Ob 
Mariana! while it is in your power, wliile the irrevocable 
WAX remains unſtamped, conſider, and do not ſeal my rum, 

Afrs. Wiſe. Come with me daughter; you ſhall not ſtay 
a moment longer with him—A 8 T fellow! 

¶Excun Mrs. Wiſely and Mariana. 
Euter RAMILIE. 

Nam. Follow me Sir, follow me this inſtant. 

Fred. What's the matter? 

Ram, Follow me Sir; we are in the right box; the buſ- 
nels is done. 

red. What done? 

am, I have it under my arm Sir——here it is! 

Fred. What? what ? | 

Ram. Y cur father's ſoul Sir, Lis money 
vir this moment, before we are overtaken. 
Fred. Ha! this may preſerve me yet. [_Exceunt 
{iter LoveGoOLD in th: utmoſt di traction. 
Lowe, Thieves! thieves! aſaGGnation! murder! I an 
undone! all my money is gone! who is the thick? v here l 
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the villain? where ſhall I find him? Give me my money 
again villain. [ Catching himſelf by the arm. ] Jam diltracted! 
| know not where I am, nor what J am, nor what J do. 
Oh, end money, my money! Ha! what fay you? Alack-a- 
day! here is no one. The villain mutt have watched his 
time carefully; he muſt have done it while 1 was figning 
that datnn'd contract. I will go to a juſtice, and have all 
my houle put to their oatlis, ny ſervants, my children, my 
miltre Is, and my lelt too; all the people in the kuutc, aud 
in the ſtrect, and in the Town, I will have them all exe- 
cuted; I will hang all the world, and if I don't nud my 
money I wall hang mylclt atterwards. 
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ACT V. 
SCENE, the hall. 
«© Several Scrvants. 


«© JAMES, 
10 3 will be rare doings now; Madam's an excel- 
« lent woman faith! things won't go as they have done ; 
« ſhe has-ordered ſomething like a ſupper ; here will be 
« yictuals enourzh for the whole Town. 

Thomas. * She 's a ſwect-humoured lady, I can tell you 
«that; I have had a very good place on't with her. You 
« will have no more ule FIR 9" and keys in this houſe now. 

James. This is the luekieſt day I ever law: as town as 
« ſupper 1s over I will get drunk to her good health, Jam 
« reſolved, and that's more than ever I could have done 
« here e 

Thomas. “ You ſha'n't want liquor, for here are ten 
* kogſheads of ſtrong beer coming in. 

Tamer. © Bleſs her heart good lady! 1 wiſh ſhe had a 
* detter bridegroom. 

* Thomas, Ah, never mind that, he has a good purſe ; 


*and for other things let her alone Mr. James. 


heel. Thomas, voumuſt goto Mr. Mixturc's the wines 
40 1 1 : ' 4 * 

merchant, and order him to ied in twelve dozen oi my 
« belt Champaig ne, twelvedozen of Find v,and twelve 
* dozen of He TUtage 3 and you mult ca! ot the waxchane 
« eler's, and bid kimſcad in achetlt of cand.cs;aadat Lame 
© bert's the coafcQtion:r in Pallmall, and order the fineſt 
deſert he can furnil; ; and you, Will, muſt gu tot. Gray's 


n 
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e the horſejockey, and order him to buy my lady three of 
the finest geldings for her coachi to-morrow morning; 
„ and here, you muſt take this roll, and invite all the pec- 
mn ple in it to ſupper; then you muſt go to the playhouſe 
in Drury - Lane, and engage all the mulick, for my 1d 
© jntends to have a ball. 

James. Oh, brave Mrs. Whecche! here are wr times! 

710 Deed. © My lad Hs defies that fu e man De K Pt ek 
& ung mucli as poi! te; and it you can thing of auy thing 
hy to add by it the defires you weutd, 

Jam.“ She is the bit of ledics. 

[Vheed. * So you will ſay when you know her better; ſhe 
* haz thought of uoching ever ſince matters have been made 
4 up between her and your maiter but how to lay out ag 
much money as {hc could We ſhall have all rare places, 

James. I thought to have given waraing to-morrow 
4% morning, but I bdlieve I ſhall not be in haite now. 

heed, ** Sce what it is to have a woman at the head of 
iet hie houſe! but here the comes. Go vou into the kitchen 
and tee that all things be in the niceſt order. 

Fane. I am ready to leap out of my {kin for joy.“ 

Eule, MARIAN A, Fux Is H, and . Wistiy. 

Mar.“ Wheedie, have you diſpatchcd the fervants ace 
he 3 to my orders? 

Wiced. ** Yes Madam.“ 

Mur. You will take care, Mr. Furniſh, and let me have 
thoſe two beds with the utmoit expedition. 

Furs b. I ſhall take a particular care Madam; I hall 
Pit th em both in hand to-morrow morning; © I hail put 
« off ſome work, Madam, on that account. 

I 17. That tapeſtry in the „ does not at 
all pleaſe me 

fur 1 6 5 y gur Ladyſhip 1 13 very much in the rig lit Ma. 
dam; it is quite out of taſhion ; - NO due hangs a room 
& now With tapeſtry. 

Mur. Oh I have the greateſt fondueſs for topeſtry inthe 
«world! you muſt p pit velys ret me ſume of a: Iewer patter 

Purnifh, , Truly. Madam, as you fy, tuptery is one of 
25 the prettiet f rte of fi Iraiture tor A Troon! tha iT 1! Fry af, 
I believe I can ſhow you ſome that will pleaſe you.” 

Ars. Wife. I prote ſt, child, I caun't fee any reaſon for 
this alteration, 

2 


Aar. Dear mamma! let me have my will. There is not 
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any one thing in the whole houſe that I ſhall be able to 


leave in it, every thing has ſo much of antiquity about it, 
and I cannot endure the fight of any thing that isnot per- 
ſectly modern. 

Furniſh. Your Ladyſhip is in the right Madam; there 
is no poſſibility of being in the faſhion without new fur- 
niſhing a houſe at Icaſt once in twenty years; and indeed 
to be at the very top of the faſhion you will have necd of 
almoſt continual alterations. 

Atrs. Ii iſc. That is anextravagance I would never ſub- 
mit to: I have no notion of deſtroying one's goods before 
they are half worn out by following the ridiculous wins 
of two or three people of quality. 

Furniſh. Ha! ha! Madam, I believe her Ladyfhip is of 
2 different opinion—lI have many a ſet of goods entirely 
whole that I would be very loath to put into your hands. 

{inter SATTIN and SPARKLE, 

Mar. Oh Mr. Sattin! have you brought thoſe gold ſtuffs 
I ordered you? 

Sat. Yes Madam, I have brought your Ladyſhiip ſome 
of the fineſt patterns that were ever made, 

Mar. Well, Mr. Sparkle, have you the necklace and car- 
rings with you ? | 

Spar Ile. Ves Madam, and I defy any jewellerin Town to 
ſhew you their cquals ; they are, I think, the fineſt water 
I ever ſaw; they are finer than the Ducheſs of Glitter's, 
which have been ſo much admired : I have brought you a 
ſolitaire too Madam; my Lady Raffle bought the fellow 
of it yeſterday. 

Mar. Sure it has a flaw in it Sir. 

Sparkle. Has it Madam? then there never was a brilliant 
without one: I am ſure, Madam, I bought it for a good 
tone, and if it be not a good flone you ſhall have it for no- 
thing. | 
Euter LovtEcoLD. 

Love. It 's loft, it's gone, it's irrecoverable; I ſhall ne- 
rer ſee it more! 

Mar. And what will be the loweſt price of the necklace 
and earrings? 

Sparkle, I you were my ſſter, Madam, I could not *bate 
you one farthing of three thouſand guincas? 


F 
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Love. What do you ſay of three thouſand guineas villain? 
have you my three thouſand guineas ? 

Ars. Wiſe. Bleſs me, Mr. Lovegold ! what 's the matter? 

Love. Iam undone! I am ruined! my money is ſtolen! 
my dear three thouſand guincas that I received but ye- 
ſterday are taken away from the place I had put them in, 
and I ſhall never fee them again! 

Mar. Don't let them make you uneaſy, you may poſſi- 
bly recover them, or if you ſhould not the lots is but atrifte. 

Love. How ! atrifle! do you call three thouſand guincas 
a trifle? 

Mrs. Wiſe. She ſees you ſo diſturbed that ſhe is willing to 
make as liglit of your loſs as poſſible in order to comfort you. 

Leue. To comfort me! can the comfort me by calling 
three thouſand guineas a trifle? But tell me, what were 
vou ſaying of them? have you ſeen them? 

Sparkle, Really, Sir, I do not underſtand you; I was tell- 
ing the lady the price of a necklace and a pair of carrings, 
v lich were as cheap at three thouſand guincas as 

Love. How! what ? what? 

Zar. I cann't think them very cheap; however, I am 
reſolved to have them; ſo let him have the money, Sir, if 
vou pleaſe. 

Z.9ve. J am in a dream! 

Mar. Youwill be paid immediately Sir. Well, Mr. Sat- 
tin, and pray what is the higheſt priced gold ſtulſ you have 
brought ? 

Sat. Madam, I have one of twelve pounds a-yard. 

Nur. It muit be pretty at that price; let me have a gown 
and petticoat cut off. 


Love. You ſhall cut off my head firſt. What are youdoing ? 
are you mad ? 


Mar. lam only preparing a proper dreſs to appear in as 


your wife. 


Love. Sirrah, offer to open any of your pickpocket trin- 
kets here and I'll make an example of you. 

Mar. Mr. Lovegold, give me leave to tell you this is a 
behaviour I don't underſtand: you give me a fine pattern 
before marriage of the uſage I am to expect after it. 

Love. Here are ſine patterns of what I amto expect afterit! 

Mar. I affure you, Sir, I ſhall inſiſt on all the privileges 
of an Engliſh wife: I ſhall not be taught to dreſs by my 
buſband; Iam myſelf the beſt judge of what you can afford; 
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and if Ido ftretch your parſe a little it is for your honour 
Sir: the world will know it is your wife that makes ſuch 
a figure. 

Love. Can you bear to hear this Madam ? 

Mrs.IViſe. I ſhould not countenance my daughter in any 
extravagance Sir; but the honour of my family as well as 
« your's is concerned in her appearing handſomely. Let 
« me tell you, Mr. Lovegold, the whole world is very ſen- 
« fible of your fondneſs for money; I think it a very great 
« blefſing to youthat you have met witha woman ofadiffe- 
e rent teraper, one who will preferve your reputation in the 
&« world whether you will or no: not that I would infinu- 
« ate to you that my daughter will ever! -e will never 
run you into unneceſſary expenſes ; ſo far from it, that if 
you will but generouſly make her a preſent of tive thou- 
ſand pounds to fit herſelf out at firit in clothes and jewels, 
T dare ſwear you will not have any other demand on thoſe 
accounts—lI don't know when. 

Mar. No, unleſs a birthnight ſuit or two, I ſhall ſcarce 
want any thing more this twelvemonth. 


Love. Iam undone, plundered, murdered! however, there 


is one comfort, I am not married yet. 

Maur. And tree to chuſe whether you will marry at all 
or no. 

Mi. Wiſe. The conſequence, you knov, will be no more 
than a poor ten thouſand pounds, which is all the forfei- 
ture of the breach of contract. 

Love. But, Madam, I have one way yet: I have not 
bound my heirs and executors, and ſo if I kang myſelf I 
am off the bargain In the mean-while I'll try if I cannot 
rid my houſe of this neſt of tlie ves Get out of my doars 
you cutpurſes. 

Sparkle. Pay me for my jewels Sir, or return 'em me. 

Love. Give him his baubles, give them him. 

Mar. I ſhall not I aſſure you. You need be under no 
apprehenſion Sir; you ſee Mr. Lovegold is a little diſor- 
dered at preſent, but if you will come to-morrow you ſhall 
have your money. | 

Sparkie, I' depend on your Ladyſhip Madam. 

Love. Who the devil are you? what have you to do here. 

Furniſh. Jam an upholiterer Sir, and am come to new- 
furniſh your houſe, | 
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Lowe. Out of my doors this inſtant, or I will disfurnifh 
your head for you; I'll beat out your brains. 

Drs. Wiſe. Sure, Sir, you are mad. 

Lowe. 1 was when I figned the contract. Oh that I had 
uc ver learnt to write my name! 

© Enter CHARLES BUBBLE BOY. 

Bub. * Your molt obedient ſervant Madam. 

June. e Who are you Sir? what do you want here? 

Bub. Sir, my name is Charles Bubbleboy. 

Love. ** What's your butineſs? 

Hub. * Sir, I was ordered to bring ſome ſnaffboxes and 
rings. Will you pleaſe, Sir, to look at that ſnuff box? 
there is but one perſon in England, Sir, can work in this 
% manner: if he was but as diligent as he is able he would 
„get an immenſe eflate Sir: if he had an hundred thou- 
„ fand hands I could keep them all employed. I have 
© brought you a pair of the new-invented ſnufters too 
Madam: be pleaſed to look at them; they are my own 
invention; the niceſt lady in the world may make uſe of 
te them. 

Lade. © Who the devil ſent for you Sir? 

Mar. «] Tent for him Sir. 

Zub. “ Yes Sir, I was told it was a lady ſent for me. 
«© Will you pleaſe, Madam, to look at the ſnuftboxes or 
„ rings firlt ? | 

Love.“ Will you pleaſe to go to the devil Sir firſt, or 
„ ſhall I fend you? 

Bub. ** Sir! | 

f.,nwe. “ Get you out of my houſe this inſtant, or I'll 
& break your ſnuff boxes and your bones too. 

Bub. © Sir, I was ſcit for, or I ſhould not have come. 
Charles Bubblcboy does not want cuſtom. Madam, your 
„ moſt obedient ſervant.”? Ext. 

Mar. Iſuppoſe, Sir, you expect to be finely ſpoken of 
abroad for this; you will get an excellent character in the 
world by this behaviour. 

Mrs. Wiſe. Is this your gratitnde to a woman who has 
refuſed fo much hetter offers on your account ? 

Love. Oh, would ſhe had taken them! Give me up my 
contract and I will gladly reſigu all right and title what- 
ſoever. 

Ars. Fife. It is too late now, the gentlemen have had 
theiranſwers;a good offeronce refuſed isnot to be hadagain. 
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Euter Servant. 

Serv. Madam, the tailor whom your Ladyſhip ſent for 
is come. 

Mar. Bid him come in. This is an inſtance of the re- 
gard I have for you. I have ſent for one of the belt tailors 
in Town to make you a new ſuit of clothes that you may 
appear like a gentleman; for as it is for your honour that 
I ſhould be well dreſſed, ſo it is for mine that you ſhould. 
Come, Madam, we will go in aad give farther orders con- 
eerning the entertainment. 

[ Exeunt Mrs. Wiſcly and Mariana. 
Euler List. | 

Love. Oh Lappet, Lappet! the time thou haſt prophe- 
fied of is come to pals. 

Lift. Iam your Honour's moſt humble ſervant. My name 
is Lift: I preſume Iam the perſon you ſent for—The lace- 
man will be here immediately. Will your Honour be plea- 
ſed to be taken meaſure of ſirſt, or look over the patterns? 
if you pleaſe we will take meaſure firſt. I do not know, 
Sir, who was fo kind as to recommend me to you, but I 
believe I ſhall give you entire ſatisfaction. I may defy any 
tailor in England to underſtand the faſhion better than 
myſelf; the thing is impoſſible Sir. I always viſit France 
twice a- year; and though I ſay it, that ſhould not ſay it 
Stand upright, if you pleaſe, Sir | 

Love. I'll take meaſure of your back firrah 
ſuch pickpockets as you are to come here 
doors you villain. | 

Lift. Heyday Sir! did you ſend for me for this Sir ?— 
I ſhall bring you in a bill without any clothes. [ Ext. 

« Enter Jau s aud PORTER. | 

ZLove. Where are you going? what have you there? 

James. Some fine wine Sir, that my lady ſent for to 
« Mr Mixture's—Bat, Sir, it will be impoſſible for me 
« to get ſupper ready by twelve, as it is ordered, unleſs 1 
have more aſſiſtance. I want half-a-dozen kitchens too. 
The very wildfoul that my lady has ſent for will take up 
* a dozen ſpits. 

Love. Oh! oh! it is vain to eppoſe it: her extrava- 
« yance is like a violent ſire, that is no ſooner ſtopped in 
* one place than it breaks out in another. —[ Drums Leut 
* without.) Ha! what's the meaning; of this? is my houſe 
* beſieged? would they would ſet iton ſire and burn all in ĩt 
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Drum. cuithoul. JC Heavens bleſs your Honour! ' Squire 


„ Lovegold, Madam Lovegold, long life and happineſs, 


and many children attend you———and ſo God fave the 
oy king. { Drums beat. 
&« | Lovegold goes out, and ſoon after the drums ceaſe. 

Famez. ** So he has quieted the drums I find—This is 
is the roguery of ſome wellwiſhiug neighbours of his. Well, 
« we ſhall ſoon ſee which will get the better, my matter or 
my miſtreſs: if my maſter does away go I ; if my miſtreſs, 
I'll ſtay while there is any houſekeeping, which cann't 
ebe long; for the riches of my Lord Mayor will never hold 
it out at this rate. 

Enter LovtcoLn. 

Love.“ James! Iſhall be deſtroyed; in one week I ſhall 
© not be worth a groat upon earth. Go, ſend all the pro- 
s viſions back to the tradeſmen, put out all the fires, leave 
* not ſo much as a candle burning. 

Fames. Sir, I don't know how todo it; Madam com- 
e manded me, and I dare not difobcy her. 

Love. © How! not when I command thee! 

Fames. “I have loſt ſeveral places, Sir, by obeying the 
e maſter againit the miſtreſs, but never loit one by obey- 
© ing the miſtreſs againſt the maſter. Beſides, Sir, ſhe 13 
ſo good and generous a lady that it would go againſt my 
very heart to offend her. 

Love. The devil take her generofity ! 

amen. And I do n't believe ſhe has provided one mor- 


&« fel more than will be eat: why, Sir, ſhe has invited abore 


« five hundred people to ſupper ; within this hour your 
„ houſe will be as full as Weltminſter-hall the laſt day of 
term But I have no time to loſe. 

Love. Oh! oh! what ſhall I do?“ 

Enter Laveert. 

Lap. Where is my poor maſter? Oh, Sir, I cannot ex- 
preſs the affliction Jam in to ſee you devoured in this man- 
ner. How could you, Sir, when I told you what a woman 
ſhe was, how could you undo yourſelf with your eyes open? 

Love. Poor Lappet! had I taken your advice I had 
been happy. 

Lap. And I too Sir; for alack-a-day! I am as miſer- 
able as you are; I feel every thing for you Sir; indeed I 
ſhall break my hcart upon your account. 
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Love. I ſhall be much obliged to you if you do Lappet. 


Lap. How could a man of your ſenſe, Sir, marry in fo 
precipitate a manner ? 

Love. I am not married; I am not married. 

Lap. Not married! 

Love. No, no, no. 

Lap. All's fafe yet. No man is quite undone till he is 
married, 

Love. T am, I am undone. Oh Lappet! I cannot tell 
it thee. I have given her a bond, a bond, a bond, of ten 
thouſand pounds to marry her! 

Lap. You ſhall forfeit it. 

Love. Forfeit what? my life, and ſoul, and blood, and 
heart! 

Lap. You ſhall forfeit it 

Love. I'll be buried alive ſooner: no, I am determined 
I'll marry her firſt, and hang myſelf afterwards to fave my 
money. | 

Lak I ſee, Sir, you are undone ; and if you ſhould hang 
yourlelf I could not blame you, 

Love. Could I but fave one thouſand by it I would hang 
myſelf with all my ſoul. Shall I live to die not worth a 

1 

Lap. Oh, my poor maſter! my poor maſter! [ Crying. 

Love. Why did I not dic a-year ago! what a deal had 
ved by dying a-year ago! [ A noiſe without. ] Oh! oh! 
dear Lappet ! fee what it is; I ſhall be undone in an hour 
—— Ob! 


Enter CuerinoxT richly dreſſed. 

Love. What is here?—ſome of the people who are to 
eat me up? | 

Cler. Don't you know me Sir? 

Love. Know you! ha! what is the meaning of this 
Oh, it is plain, it is too plain; my money has paid for all 
this finery. Ah, baſe wretch! could I have ſuſpected you 
of ſuch an action, of lurking in my houſe to uſe me in ſuch 
a manner? 

Cler. Sir, I am come to confeſs the fact to you; and if 
you will but give me leave to reaſon with you you will not 
find yourſelf ſo much injured as you imagine. 

Love. Not injured! when you have ſtolen away my blood? 

Cler. Your blood is not fallen into bad hands; I am a 
gentleman Su. 
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Love. Here's impudence! a fellow robs me, and tells me 
he is a gentleman Tell me who tempted you to it. 
 Cler. Ah Sir! need I ſay love. 1 

Love. Love! t 

Cler. Yes, love Sir. t 

a 
b 


Love. Very pretty love indeed! the love of my guineas. 
Cler. Ah Sir, think not ſo. Do but grant me the free 
4% poſſeſſion of what I have, and by Heaven I'll never aſk 


« you more. t 
Love. Oh, moſt unequalled impudence! was ever ſo 
« modeſt a requeſt! s 


a! Cler. * All your efforts to ſeparate us will be vain; we 
ny e have ſworn never to forſake each other, and nothing but 
. « death can part us.“ 

17 Love. I don't queſtion, Sir, the very great affect ion on 
10 your fide; but I believe I ſhall find methods to recover 
J} Cler. By Heavens I'll die in defending my right! and 
1 if that were the caſe, think not when I am gone you ever 5- * 
could poſſeſs what you have robbed me of. | ſu 

Love. Ha! that's true; he may find ways to prevent the | 
reſtoring it. Well, well, let me delight my eyes at leaſt; 
let me ſee my treaſure, and perhaps I may give it you, | * 


12 
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1 perhaps I may. I be 
| Cler. Then I am bleſt! Well may you ſay treaſure, | '? 
| f & for to poſſeſs that treaſure is to be rich indeed. ev 


Iſt Love.“ Yes, truly I think three thouſand pounds may 


« well be called a treafure.—Go, go, fetch it hither; per- | © 
| * haps I may give it you fetch it hither.” 1 

4 | Cler. To ſhew you, Sir, the confidence I place in you, fl, 
1% L will fetch hither all that I love and adore. [ Ext, 

| tl Love. Sure never was ſo impudent a fellow! to confeſs far 
ſj 1 his robbery before my face, and deſire to keep what he has 
11. ſtolen as if he had a right to it. 
| Enter Laveer. = 
| | l Love. Oh Lappet! what's the matter ? [1 
I! : Lap. Oh Sir! I am ſcarce able to tell you. It is ſpread T 


{148 about the Town that you are married, and your wife's cre- 
[ I ditors are coming in whole flocks. There is one fingle debt 0 g 
| for five thouſand pounds, which an attorney is without to 10 
demand. 
Love. Oh! oh! oh! let them cut my throat. 
Lap. Think what an eſcape you have had! think if you 
kad married he- — 
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Love, J am as bad as married to her. 

Lap. It is impoſſible Sir; nothing can be ſo bad: what, 
you are to pay her ten thouſand pounds—Well—and ten 
thouſand pounds are a ſum; they are a ſum, I own it— 
they are a ſum ; but what is ſuch a ſum compared with ſuch 
a wife? had you married her, in one week you would have 
been in a priſon 8ir 

Love. If Tam I can keep my money; they cann't take 
that from me. 

Lab.“ Why Sir, you will loſe twice the value of your 
contract before you know how to turn yourſelf; and if 
% you have no value for liberty, yet conſider, Sir, ſuch is 
« the great goodneſs of our laws that a priſon is one of 
« the dcarelt places you can live in. 

Love. Ten thouſand pounds!—No—T'll be hanged, 
“JI be hanged.” | 

Lap. Suppole, Sir, it were poſſible, (not that I believe 


it is) butſuppoſeit were poflible to make herabate a little; 


ſuppoſe one could bring her to eight thouſand 
Love. Eight thouſand devils take her 

Lap. But, dear Sir! conſider, nay, conſider immedi- 
ately, for every minute you loſe you loſe a ſum Let me 


beg you, entreat you, my dear good maſter! let me pre- 


vail on you, not to be ruined. Be reſolute Sir; conſider 
every guinea you give faves you a ſcore. 

Love. Well, if ſhe will conſent to, to, to, eight hundred 
Hut try, do try, if you can make her *bate any thing of 


that if you can—you ſhall have a twentieth part of what 


ſhe *bates for yourſelf. 

Lap. Why, Sir, if I could get you off at eight thou- 
ſand you ought to leap out of your ſkin for joy. 

Love. Would I were out of my ſkin— 

Lap. You will have more reaſon to wiſh ſo when you 
are in the hands of bailiffs for your wife's debts— 

Love. Why was I begotten! why was born i why was 
I brought up! why was I not knocked o' th head before 
I knew the value of money ! 

Lap. knocking without. ] So, ſo, more duns I ſuppoſe— 
Go but into the kitchen Sir, or the hall, and it will have 
a better effect on you than all I can ſay. 

Lore. What haveI brought myſelf to! what ſhall I do! 
Part with eight thouſand pounds! miſery, deſtruction, 
beggary, pritons! But then on the other ſide are wife, ruin, 
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chains, ſlavery, torment ! I ſhall run diſtracted either way! 
[_Ext, 


Lap. Ah! would we could once prove you ſo, you old 
covetous good - for- nothing. 

Inter Mariana. 

Mar. Well, what ſucceſs? 

Lap. It is impoſlible to tell; he is juſt gone into the 
kitchen, where if he is not frightened i into our deſign [ 
ſhall begin to deſpair. They ſay fear will make a coward 
brave, but nothing can make him generous the very fear 
of loſing all he is worth will fcarce bring him to part with 
a penny. 

Mar. And have you acquainted neither Frederick nor 
Harriet with my intentions ? 

Lap. Neither I affure you. Ah Madam, had I not been 
able to have kept a ſecret I had never brought about thoſe 
affairs that I have: were I not ſecret, Lud have merey 


upon many a virtuous woman's reputation in this Town. 


Mar. And don't you think I have kept my real inten- 
tions very fecret ? 

Lp. From every one but me I believe you have: 1a. 
ſure you knew them long before you ſent for me this af. 
ternoon to diſcover them to me. | 

Mar. But could you bring him to no terms, no prope- 
ſals? did he make no offer? 

Lap. It muſt be done all at once, and while you are by, 

Mar. So you think he mult fee me, to give any thing 
to be rid of me. 

Lap. Huth, huſh! I hear him coming again. 


Ener LovEtG9LD. 


Love. T am undone! I am undone! I am eat up! Ian 


devoured ! I have an army of cooks in my houſe. 

Lap. Dear Madam! conſider ; I know eight thouſand 
pounds are a trifle ; I know they are nothing; my maiter 
can very well afford them ; they will make no hole in his 
purſe; and if you ſhould ſtand out you w;: ill get more. 

Love. putting his hand before J. 1þppet” s null. 4 You lie, 
you he, you he, you lie, you lie: ſhe ov er could get more, 
never ſhould get more; it is mor? than I am W. orth; it i 
an immenſe ſum; and 1 will be fla. ved, drowned, ſhot 
hanged, burnt, before 1 part with » penny of it. 

Lap. For Heaven's ſake, Sir, you will ruin all 


Ma- 
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dam, let me beg you, entreat you, to *bate theſe two thou- 
ſand pounds. Suppoſe a lawluit ſhould be the conſequence, 
Iknow my maſter would be caſt ; I know it would colt him 
an immentc ſum of money, and that he would pay the char- 
ges of both in the end; but you might be kept out of it a 
long time. Eight thouſand pounds now are better than ten 
five years hence. 

Mar. No; the ſatisfact ion of my revenge on a man who 
baſely departs from his word will make me amends forthe 
delay, and whatever I ſufter, as long as I know his ruin 
will be the contequence, I ſhall be eaſy. 

Love. Oh, bloody-minded wretch! 

Lap. Why Sir, ſince ſhe inſiſts on it what docs it ſig- 
nify? You know you are in her power, and it will be only 
throwing away more money to be compelled to it at laſt : 
get rid of her at once: what are two thouſand pounds? 
why, Sir, the Court of Chancery will eat it up for a break- 
fait : it has been given for a miſtreſs, aud will you not give 
it to be rid of a wife? | [ T hey wvhiſper. 
Enter Thomas and Jams. [ Love. and Lap. talk apart.) 

Tho. Madam, the muſick are come which your Lady- 
« {hip ordered, and molt of the company will be here im- 
© mediatcly. 

Fames. ** Where will your Ladyſhip be pleaſed the ſer- 
« yants ſhall cat, for there is no room in the houſe that 
„will be large enough to entertain 'em? 

Mar. Ihen beat down the partition, and turn two 
© rooms into one. 

Jammer. There is no ſervice in the houſe proper for the 
« deſert Madam. 
Mar. © Send immediately to the great china ſhop in the 


Strand for the fineſt that is there.“ 


Love. How] and will you ſwear a robbery againſt her? 
that ſhe robbed me of what I ſhall give her? 

Lap. Depend on it Sir. 
* I'll break open a bureau to make it look the more 
ely. OE. 

Lap. Do ſo Sir; but loſe no time; give it her this mo- 
ment. Madam, my matter has conſented, and if you have 
the contract he is ready to pay the money. Be ſure to break 
open the bureau Sir. [ Ajrde. 
Mar, Here is the contract. 
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Love. I'll fetch the money : it is all T am worth in the 
world. [ Exit, 

Mar. Sure he will never be brought to it yet. 

Lap. I warrant him: but you are to pay dearer for it 
than you imagine, for I am to iwear a robbery againſt you, 
What will you give me, Madam, to buy off my evidence? 

Mar. And is it poſſible that the old rogue would con-— 
fent to ſuch a villany ? 

Lap. Ay Madam; for half that ſum he would hang half 
the Town. But truly I can never be made amends tor all the 
pains I have taken on your account. Were Ito receive a 
lingle guinea a lie for every one I have told this day it 


would make me a pretty tolerable fortune. Ah Madam, | 


what a pity it isthat a woman of my excellent talents ſhould 
be confined to fo low a ſphere of life as I am ! had I been 
born a great lady what a deal of good ſhould I have done 
in the world! 

Enter LovEGOLD. 


Lore. Here, here they are—all in bank-notes—all the 


money I am worth in the world—(T have ſent for a con- 

table; ſhe mult not go out of fight before we have her 

taken into cuitody. ) | ld to Lappe. 
Lap. To Lovegold.] You have done very wiſcly. 


Mar. There, Sir, is your contract. And now, Sir, 1 


have nothing to do but to make myſelf as ealy as I can in 
my loſs. 
Enter FatDerICx, CIIERIMON T, and HaRRIETr. 


Love. Where is that you promiſed me? where is my | 


treaſure ? 

Cler. Here, Sir, is all the treaſure I am worth; a trea- 
ſure which the whole world's worth ſhould not purchaſe. 

Love. Give me the money Sir, give me the money ; | 
fay give me the money you ſtole from me. 

Cler. I underſtand you not. 

1.ve. Did you not confeſs you robbed me of my treaſure! 

Chr. This, Sir, is the ineſtimable treafure I meant ! Your 
daughter, Sir, has this day bleſt me by making me her 
Huſband. 

Love. How ! oh, wicked vile wretch! to run away thus 
with a pitiful mean fellow, thy father's clerk ! 


Cler. Think not your family diſgraced Sir: I am at leaſt 


your equal born; and though my fortune be uct ſo large 
& 
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as for my dearcſt Harriet's ſake I wiſh, ſtill it is ſuch as 
will put it out of your power to make us miſcrable. 

Love. Oh! my money, my m. oney, my money ! 

Fred. If this Id y does not make you amends for the loſs 
of your money reliz1 over all pretentions in her to me, and 
I will engage to get it reſtored to vou. 

Love. How ſirrah? are you a confederate? have you 
helped to rob me? 

Fred. Softly Sir, or you ſhall never ſee your guineas again. 

Le. 1 reli;c1 her over to YOu Entire ly 5 and may you both 
ſtarve together! 0 To fetch ny gold 

Bar. You are eafily prevailed upon, I ſec, to reſign a 
right which you have not- But Were I to reſin over my- 
ſelf it would he ily be the man's fortune to ſaree whoie 
wite brought him ten thouſand pounds. 

Love. Bear witnets ſhe has confeſſed the has the money, 
and 1 ſhall prove the ole it {rom me. She has broke open 
my hare; Lappet is my evidence. 

Lap. 1 hope L ſhall have all your pardons, and particn- 


larly your's Madam, whom I have moſt i: jured. 


Lone. Af nig for her pardon! you are doing a right action. 

Lap. Then if there was any rohbe ry you mult have rob- 
bed yourſelf. This lady can only be a receiver of ſtolen 
goods, for I ſaw you give her the money with your own 
hands. 

Love. How! I! you! what! what! 

Lay. And I mu: t own it, with ſhame J muſt own it— 
that the money you gave her in exchange for the contract 
I promiſed to ſwear the had ſtolen from you, 

Cler. Is it Poſſible Mr. Lovegold could be capable « o 
ſuch an action as this. 

Love. I am undone, undone, undone ! 

Fred. No Sir, your three thouſand guineas are ſafe yet; 
depend upon it within an hour you ſhall find them i in the 
lame place they were firſt depo; ited, „I thought to have 

pe a reprieve with them, but I find my fortune 

128 of itſelf bettowed that on mie.“ 

Love. Give em me, 1 ive 'em me, this iuſtaut but tlie: 
the teu thouſa: nd, where are Pies 
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74 THE MISER, F. 
I have proved the beſt friend you ever had; for I preſume 


| 8 are now thoroughly cured of your longing for a young 
wife. 

Love. Sirrah! give me my notes, give me my notes. 

Fred. You mult excuſe me Sir; I can part with nothing 
I receive from this lady. 

Love. Then I will go to law with that lady and you, 
14 and all of you; for I will have them again if law or ju- 
4 10 ice, or injuſtice, will give them me. 

Cr. Be paciticd Sir; I think the lady has ated nobly | 
| " in giving that back again into your family which ſhe might 
vi have carried out of it. 
1:3 Love. My family be hanged! if I am robbed I do n't 
$i care who robs me. I would as ſoon hang my fon as ano- 
1 ther —and I will hang him if he does not reſtore me all I 
. have loſt; for I would not give half the ſum to ſave the 
1 whole world J will go and employ all the lawyers in 
| 
| 


Town; for I will have my money again or never flcep 
"1 more. | [ Exit, 
1 Fred. I am reſolved we will get the better of him now: 
11:4 but oh Mariana! your generoſity is much greater in beſtow. 
11:43 ing this ſum than my happineſs in receiving it: I am an = 
| 1 i unconſcionable beggar, and thall never be fatisfied while 
' i vou have any thing to beſtow. 
| Mar. Do you hear him 
[2 1lar. Yes, and begin to approve him 
behaviour has convinced me. 

Mar. Dear girl! no more; “you have frightened me al- 
18 « ready ſo much to- day, that rather than venture a ſecond 
| 0 5 lecture I would do whatever you wiſhed: fo, Sir,“ if I 

5 dobeſtow all on you here is the lady you are to thank for it. 
1 Har. Well, this I will ſay, when you do a gooduatured 
it thing you have the prettieſt way of doing it. And now, Ma- 


SS 2 ew ft + ww am 


for your late 


| 5 riana, I am ready to aſk your pardon for all I ſaid to- day. 
m7 Mar. Dear Harriet! no apologies; all you ſaid I de- 

1188 ferved. 

il! | Enter LaeetT and RAM. 

114 Lap. Treaties are going on on both ſides while you 
19 * and I ſeem forgotten. , 
3 Ram.“ Why, have we not done them all the ſervice 
1 « we can? what farther have they to do with us Sir, 
it: N | « there are ſome people in maſquerading habits without. 


Mar. © Some I ſent for to aſſiſt in my detign on your 


ou 


ice 
Sir, 


THE MiskR. 75 


« father: I think we will give them admittance, though 
« we have done without 'em. 

All. ** Oh! by all means. 

Fred. * Mrs. Lappet, be aſſured I have a juſt ſenſe of 
« your favours, and both you and Ramilic ſhall find my 
&« gratitude.“ 

[Dance here.) 
Fred. Dear Clerimont ! be ſatisfied I ſhall make no 
eace with the old gentleman in which you ſhall not be in- 

cluded. I hope my ſiſter will prove a fortune equal to your 
deſerts. 

Cler. While L am enabled to ſupport her in an afluence 

ual to her deſires I ſhall defire no more. From what I 
have ſcen lately I think riches are rather to be feared than 
wiſhed ; at leait I am ſure avarice, which too often attends 
wealth, is a greater evil than any that is found in poverty. 
Miſery is generally the end of all vice, but it is the very 
mark at which avarice ſeems to aim: the Miſer endeavours 
to be wretched ; 

He hoard eternal eares within his purſe, 
And whar + withes moſt proves moſt his curſe. 
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EPILOGUE. 


WRITTEN BY COLLEY CIBBER, ESQ, 


OUR Author's ſure bewitch'd! the ſenſeleſs rogue 
Taj 2 no your play wants an E pilogue, \ 
Fi, Pet that true, ſaid I, What t that to this? 
Is y oar's a good one MN, but Mcliere's is, 
Me cr, and Sounds! nv Epilogue was tack'd tos his. 
Beſides, a. 1:9dern Epilogues, ſuid be, 
Are but ragouts of ſmut and ribaldry, 
Here the falſe jefts are dwindled tu ſo few 
There *s ſcarce one double entendre /eft that *s new ; 
Nor would in that lovely circle raiſe 
On? Hud to gain a thouſand coxcombs* praiſe : 
T hen for the threadbare joke of cit and wit, 
IWhoſe foreknown rhyme is echo'd from the pit 
T ill of their laugh the galleries are bit, 
Then to reproach the criticks with illnature, 
And 65 arge their malice tu his r /{inging ſatire, 


Aud thence appe aling to the nicer boxes, 


Tho ' talking Va inhl daſh the Dr: ury daxica e 

/ f theſe Je, 2 cry , the choice i engre ients be, 

For 2 pilogues they ſhall have none from 55 

Lord, Fir! favs 1, the gal ry will ſo bawl ; 

Let em, he: cry'd; a bad one t worſe than none at all. 
Aladom, theſe things than you I'm mare expert in, 
Nor do 1. e no Ep. log ue much hurt in. 

Z ound: ! when the play is ended—drop the curtain. 
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THE END, 


